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“In 2016 | responded to an appeal
to the Museum by the authority
responsible for the identification of
military remains for help with naming
the body of an officer of the Ox and
Bucks apparently killed in the Battle
of Arras in April 1917. After prolonged

research with another volunteer
using a wide range of sources, we
successfully established that the
remains were of Lieutenant Osmond
Wordsworth, who had transferred to
the Machinegun Corps before being
killed in action. This was confirmed
by DNA matching. Lieutenant
Wordsworth was the great-nephew
of the Lakeland Poet, William
Wordsworth.”

Open from 1st to 30th April 2018

Researching Together

Without its volunteers and placements, the museum would not be
able to function. Volunteers play an important role in recording
oral histories, supporting the collection, and assisting with
educational workshops. One important role of the volunteers is
carrying out research. They assist with research requests, build up
an understanding of the museum’s collection and contribute new

stories and material.

The Unknown Soldier

In 2013, a French farmer discovered the remains of a body in the
village of Henin-sur-Cojeul, who was deemed to be an officer of

the Ox and Bucks. His belongings were given to the museum to
help research his identity. Unfortunately, no officer of the Ox and
Bucks Regiment at the time matched up. Until one day, Research
Volunteer, Ingram Murray, discovered that an officer serving in the
21st Company, Machine Gun Corps had transferred in 1916 from
the Ox and Bucks before he was killed, it was possible that the
young officer may have continued to wear his original Ox and Bucks
uniform.

That officer was identified as Osmond Bartle Wordsworth, a
collateral descendent of the poet. Murray presented a detailed
submission to the Joint Compassionate Case Centre (JCCC) to re-
open the case with the Museum trustees, staff and volunteers
rewarded for their efforts after they received the report that a DNA
comparison with a relative had resulted in a match with the remains.

After collaborative work with the Ministry of Defence, JCCC, the
human remains found near Arras in the last decade were finally
confirmed to be of Second Lieutenant Osmond Bartle Wordsworth,
missing since 1917.

The museum hosts different placements throughout the year,
from Year 10 students seeking their first-ever work experience,
to university students and graduates wanting to gain experience
in the industry to veterans building up new skills. Collaborative
research projects have expanded the museum’s research in
new areas, such as ‘The Indian Army in the First World War: an
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire perspective’ project.
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