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(Welcome to The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum, located in Woodstock, 10 minutes from
Blenheim Palace, birthplace of Winston Churchill.)
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(Our Stories and Themes

The stories are presented thematically:
e Modern Conflict: 21% Century Soldier
Blood and War: Life on the Front Line
Prisoners of War at Home and Abroad
Battles: Stories of the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry
The Secret War of 1939-1945
Churchill and the Queens’ Own Oxfordshire Hussars
Airpower: The Airmen and Airfields of Oxfordshire
The Oxfordshire Yeomanry at the Liberation of Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp.

Visitors can also walk through a re-creation of a Great War Trench and sit inside a life size
section of a D Day Horsa Glider. All are filled with ambient sounds and recordings. A
Second World War radio plays War Office announcements and music in the main gallery,
while the sounds of First World War guns and men as they go over the top can be heard in
the trench. In reception, visitors can hear the firing of a WW2 field gun with command
orders.)
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(Blood and War: Life on the Front Line

This area is particularly focused on engaging with children.

Depicting a soldier’s life on the front line from the Boer War to 21st century Afghanistan.
Combat in various terrains is explored and the everyday practicalities of life are illustrated
from building a latrine to dealing with leeches.

Reach into the mystery box and feel replicas of items from the front line, such as horse hair
and snake skin, and even a rat. Jigsaws provide an opportunity for children to create items
discussed in the panels and the ‘Survived or Died’ quiz has panels which reveal whether or
not various conditions from the front line were life threatening.)
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(Churchill and the Queens Own Oxfordshire Hussars

Telling the story of Churchill’s unique bond with one of the county regiments and the
incredible men he surrounded himself with from the battleground to parliament. The display
features some of the finest uniforms ever worn, including pink-heeled boots, perhaps
explaining why the regiment earnt the nickname ‘Queer Objects on Horseback’.)
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(The Secret War

We show how women have contributed to the frontline from the fearless First Aid Nursing
Yeomanry (FANY) in World War One and the daring escapades of the Special Operations
Executive (SOE) during World War Two, featuring sabotage, cyphers and Sten guns.
Discover the remarkable story of Noor Inayat Khan, code name Madeleine.

Children are encouraged to dress up in disguise. Audio visual touch screen with interviews
featuring SOE operators can also be activated, while Morse Code keys can be used to decode
messages hidden around the museum.)
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(Battles, the Oxfordshire and Buckingham Light Infantry

Key moments from the regiment’s history are depicted on interpretation boards supported by
cased objects from each theatre of war mentioned, from the American War of Independence
to World War Two. Here, visitors can sit inside the replica Horsa Glider section and hear
accounts of airborne operations during D Day.)
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(Airpower, the Airmen and Airfields of Oxfordshire

The significance of the county in terms of airfields and bases is explored as well as personal
stories from Oxfordshire families caught up in both wars. Post Second World War
developments are also depicted as well as the arrival of the United States Airforce.

Two uncased objects are also available for visitors to explore; a wooden propeller from a
First World War aircraft and a stereoscope from the Second World War. Looking through
the stereoscope at two photographs taken from slightly different angles, the viewer sees a 3D
image, similar to how Virtual Reality headsets work today.)
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(Modern Conflict, 215t Century Soldier

The display depicts what life has been like for post 1945 servicemen and their impact across
the globe.

The display focuses on images from army’s operations overseas. Two dressed mannequins
depict current combat uniform of soldiers involved in bomb disposal operations. Drawers
contain ration Kits and equipment from the Territorial Army.)
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(Prisoners of War at Home and Abroad

Explore the experiences of POWs from the county who were held in camps abroad, and

discover real ‘Great Escape’ stories. Visitors can also find out about the camps based in
Oxfordshire which would hold German and Italian POWs during the Second World War.)
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(We are open Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm, Saturdays 11am — 5pm, and Sundays 2pm-5pm
(last admission 4.15pm each day). Visit our website for full admission prices and news of
special events.



Adult: £4.50
Concession (over 60s, students, Armed Forces Personnel): £3.80
Child: £2.50)



