
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum

Education 
Programme

First World War – Trench Life
What did a Tommy eat? How did he wash and mend his 
uniform? Find the answer to these and many more questions 
about the Great War.

First World War – A New Kind of Conflict
New technology, gas attacks, ‘home front’ and remembrance 
– just some of the features of the Great War. Use the 
evidence in this box to explore the new kind of conflict.

Second World War - Home Front
How did families cope with rationing and shortages? How 
could they keep cheerful and help the troops? Find out with 
this set of objects from the 1940s home front.

Second World War – Blitz and Blackout
Discover how people’s lives changed with the threat of 
bombing raids and fire. The box includes an original Air Raid 
Patrol messenger’s helmet, whistle and blackout bicycle lamp, 
plus a replica gas mask.

Second World War – Evacuation Suitcase
What might an evacuee take with them to the country? Find 
out with this suitcase of 1940s children’s items. 

Opening times 
Tuesday to Saturday 10am-5pm; Sunday 2-5pm. 

The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum is on the site 
of The Oxfordshire Museum in central Woodstock.

Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum
Park Street, Woodstock
Oxfordshire
OX20 1SN

Booking information
• To book, please contact the Education Officer at 
 education@sofo.org.uk or phone either 01993 

810214 or 01993 810211
• Cost of taught sessions at the Museum, per student, 

range from £2.75 to £6.00 (full day) depending on the 
length of session you choose. Contact the Education 
Officer for details. Please ask for further details of 
combining your visit with Blenheim Palace.

• Dedicated education space for bags, coats and 
eating lunch.

• We are fully accessible and welcome students with 
special needs. Please discuss your needs when booking.

• Most sessions can take place at your school - £75 for 
workshop (thereafter £45 for subsequent classes on 
the same theme). Cost of assemblies is on a case by 
case basis.

Getting here
• By road - via A44 Oxford towards Evesham. 
• By bus - S3 and 500 from Oxford city centre, 

242 from Witney. For bus time tables see www.
travelinesoutheast.org.uk

• By train - nearest station is at Long Hanborough, 
four miles away.

• Coach turning space at the Park Street entrance 
 to Blenheim Palace. 
• Disabled parking is located directly outside 
 The Oxfordshire Museum.
• FREE public car park a short walk away in Hensington 

Road and limited on-street parking in Park Street.

www.sofo.org.uk       

Loan Boxes
Borrow a unique collection of real and replica 
objects to support your classroom learning.

Hire charge £15 per week.



Taught sessions for 
Key Stage 2

‘Your Country Needs You!’ 
– World War I

With handling objects, film and dressing up materials, this 
session makes the First World War accessible for Primary 

School children. Depending on the length of session 
you choose, themes include the life of a Tommy, Trench 
Experience, First World War flying, the First World War 

home front, plus teaching in our gallery and 
special exhibition.

‘Don’t You Know There’s a 
War On!’ – World War II

Explore 1940s home life, the blitz and 
blackout, and evacuation with real objects, 

film and costumes.  Depending on the length 
of session you choose, teaching also takes 

place in the gallery and the Air Raid 
Shelter Experience.

For options and prices see Booking Information.

‘Hidden Histories: 
Three Venues in One’ 

In a unique opportunity to visit Blenheim Palace, The Soldiers 
of Oxfordshire Museum and The Oxfordshire Museum in one 

day, this new workshop encourages pupils to look beyond 
the obvious in their search for Hidden Histories. The day runs 
from 10am to 2pm with the option to explore the Blenheim 

Palace Pleasure Gardens afterwards. 

Each of the three providers will focus on a different skill 
which pupils can use at school in their own Local History or 

Enrichment studies. For example, children will become ‘Object 
Investigators’ at The Oxfordshire Museum, ‘Document 
Detectives’ at The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum and 

‘Building Bloodhounds’ at Blenheim Palace.

£7.90 per child   1st Apr – 31st Dec 
£6.60 per child   1st Jan – 31st Mar

For all ages
Remembrance Assemblies 

and Outreach sessions
At Primary or Secondary Schools, SOFO offers 

workshops and school assemblies on Remembrance 
and the Poppy Appeal.

Research Support for 
Oxfordshire Remembers 2018 

War Memorials Project

For schools studying their War Memorials SOFO 
offers a package of support at a cost of £75. 
• General teachers’ notes on War Memorials
• War Memorial study worksheet
• Research of two names from your War Memorial 
• Links with the National Curriculum.

Additional services
Self-guided visit to the Museum  £2.50 per student 

Worksheets plus a welcome and introduction 
£15 per group 

For bespoke taught sessions for Post-16, special 
needs and home-educated students, please 

contact the Education Officer.

Taught sessions for Key 
Stages 3 and 4

Sources from the Great War
Why was the First World War so different from other conflicts? 
Using locally relevant written sources, photographs and objects, 

this session allows students to develop their analytical and 
interpretive skills using historical evidence in context.

The length of the session and themes can 
be tailored to your needs.

Options include a combined visit with Blenheim Palace ‘WWI’

For prices see Booking Information.

‘Oxfordshire Remembers 
1914 – 1918’ Part II 

Special exhibition 
21st November 2017 
– 2nd December 2018

Designed with all schools in mind, this exhibition tells the 
story of Oxfordshire people during the second half of the 

First World War and the following months. 

The themes include Women and War, Children and War, 
Rationing, our Local Regiments, New Technologies, Global 
War, the Battle of Passchendaele, Courage Under Fire, the 
Armistice, When the War was Over and Commemoration.

The exhibition will be a major teaching resource during the 
school year 2017- 2018 and beyond.

‘Amazing! All 
children engaged and 

enthusiastic. A fabulous 
experience and great 
kick off to our topic.’ 

Year 6 teacher


