
In 1917, America entered the war, whilst 
Russia left. Conscription and food 
rationing were introduced in Britain. 
Major battles were fought at Arras, 
Passchendaele and Cambrai on the 
Western Front, and in other places 
around the world. 

March 1918 saw the start of the final, yet 
futile, German offensives of the war.  The 
Allies, learning the lessons of previous 
battles and using new technologies, 
fought their way to victory in the latter half 
of 1918. An armistice was signed on 11 
November, bringing the fighting to an end.

Glossary
Regiment – Organisational unit, 
usually with county or regional 
affiliations – e.g. Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. 
You will see the 1st Battalion 
referred to as 43rd and 2nd 
Battalion as 52nd, acknowledging 
the amalgamation of two county 
regiments in 1881.

Battalion - basic tactical unit of the 
infantry, consisting of about 1,000 
men of whom 30 were officers.

Territorial battalion – unit made 
up of part-time volunteer soldiers 
before the war. Their main role 
was home defence, and though 
not obliged to serve overseas, the 
majority agreed to do so.

Service battalion – raised in 
response to Kitchener’s call for 

volunteers in August 1914, the new 
battalions raised were added to the 
regiments of the Infantry.

Reserve and Training battalion – 
UK based depot for training new 
soldiers and supplying drafts to the

Yeomanry – Cavalry regiment of the 
Territorial Force. The Oxfordshire 
Yeomanry was officially called 
Queen’s Own Oxfordshire Hussars. 

This exhibition covers the period 
1917–1919. It highlights some of the main 
themes and events during this period.

Propaganda poster. Courtesy of Abingdon Museum.

Adult and child farm hands, and German prisoners of war outside a farm yard barn in 1918, 
Suffolk. Courtesy of the Imperial War Museum.

The US Army began arriving on the Western Front in 1917. 
Courtesy of The Imperial War Museum.
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April l9l7, 5th Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry make an attack on `The Harp' 
position during the First Battle of Arras.

From August to November 1918, the Allied armies 
undertook the most successful offensive of the war. 
Courtesy of The Imperial War Museum.
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During 1914–1918, the Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry had seventeen 
battalions in all. At various times, eight battalions 
served in France and Belgium, two in Salonika 
(Greece), two in Italy, one in India and one in 
Mesopotamia (Iraq).  The regiment won fifty-nine 
battle honours, losing 5,878 men in total.

The Oxfordshire Yeomanry was a cavalry unit, part 
of the locally recruited Territorial Force. In April 1918, 
they supported forces bringing a halt to the German 
offensives on the Western Front, with their attack 
on Rifle Wood, east of Amiens. Later that year and 
restored to horseback, the regiment advanced to 
victory during the last ‘100 Days’ of the war.

Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry at the end of 1914

 Name  Type of Unit

 1st Battalion  (43rd Regiment before 1881)  Regular Army

 2nd Battalion (52nd Regiment before 1881)  Regular Army

 3rd (Special Reserve) Battalion  Reserve and Training

 1/4 Battalion  Territorial

 2/4 Battalion  Territorial

 1/1 Buckinghamshire Battalion  Territorial

 2/1 Buckinghamshire Battalion  Territorial

 5th Battalion  Service

 6th Battalion  Service

 7th Battalion  Service

 8th Battalion  Service

 9th (Reserve) Battalion  Reserve and Training

Lieutenant Colonel Richard Crosse who commanded 
the 2nd Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire LI in 1916-18.

Soldiers of ‘D’ Squadron, Oxfordshire Yeomanry. 

May l9l7, 7th Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry make an assault on the Salonika 

Front, Greece, losing over 47O casualties.

ABOVE: Members of 8th Battalion, Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire LI in Salonika, Greece. Courtesy of Kevin Northover. 
RIGHT: Corporal Charles Marrison of the Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire LI. He was killed in action in Italy in 1917. 
Courtesy of Kevin Northover.

Private Alf Franklin 
from Kidlington. 

Have a look 
for more 

information 
about him 

in the cases.
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At the outbreak of the First 
World War, Britain had an army 
of regular soldiers. In 1914, the 
army was swelled by hundreds 
of thousands of volunteers who 
came forward to enlist.
 
The Government wanted as 
many men as possible to join 
the forces willingly. However, in 
early 1916, a law was passed to 
say that men had to go to war 
whether they wanted to or not. 
Conscription had arrived for the 
first time in British history.

Over 16,000 men became 
conscientious objectors, 
refusing to join the army. 
They risked going to prison and 
bringing shame on their families. 

Volunteer soldiers who 
have come forward to 
join the Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire LI. 
Courtesy of Banbury Museum.

Conscientious objectors at 
Dartmoor Prison in 1917. 

Courtesy of Kevin Northover.

Poster giving details about conscription. 
Courtesy of Abingdon Museum.

May l9l7, Oxfordshire Yeomanry repulse German 
assaults during their defence of Gillemont 
Farm, close to the Hindenburg Line. 

Recruiting poster. Courtesy of Abingdon Museum.
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Three soldiers associated with 
Oxfordshire were awarded the highest 
medal for bravery – the Victoria Cross.

Company Sergeant-Major Edward Brooks VC of the 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire LI.

Captain Noel Chavasse who earned two VCs. 
Courtesy of Paul Ferguson and the Pipes of War website.

Corporal Alfred Wilcox VC 
of the Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire LI.

August l9l7, 2/4 Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry and 2/l Bucks Battalion make a 

major assault during the Battle of Passchendaele, 
suffering heavy casualties.

Have a look 
for more 

information 
about him 

in the cases.

Captain Noel Chavasse was an Olympic 
athlete and Royal Army Medical Corps 
doctor.  He is one of only three people to 
be awarded a Victoria Cross twice. He 
was born and grew up in Oxford.

Company Sergeant-Major Edward 
Brooks earned the medal during 
a trench raid near Saint-Quentin in 
France, on 28 April 1917, while serving 
with the 2/4 Battalion, Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry.

On 12 September 1918, Lance-Corporal 
Alfred Wilcox earned the award while 
serving with the 2/4 Battalion, Oxfordshire 
and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry, near 
Laventie in France.



Oxfordshire 
Remembers 
l9l4-l8 (Part II )

Children and War
.....................

	 @SOFOtrust   #OxfordshireRemembers

		www.facebook.com/SoldiersOfOxfordshire

British children were expected 
to help the war effort. They 
collected berries to turn into 
jam for serving soldiers, conkers 
to support the manufacture of 
explosives and newspapers to 
be recycled.  Children were also 
involved in fund raising activities 
such as selling flags and trinkets 
to raise money for refugees 
and soldiers at the front. Some 
helped to gather in the harvest, 
their schooling suffering as a 
result.

Belgian refugees in Oxfordshire c.1914-15.  
Courtesy of Oxfordshire County Council - Oxfordshire History Centre.

St George’s Flag Day in Banbury, 9 May 1918.

Humorous postcard making light of the real 
threat from Zeppelins and Gotha bombers 
during the First World War.

Children salvaging valuable 
waste at one of their own 

depots.  Courtesy of the 
Imperial War Museum.

August l9l7, l/l Bucks Battalion 
support the capture of St Julien 
during the Battle of Passchendaele.

Scouts and Guides were much in 
demand to support the war effort. 
Scout bands played at recruitment 
marches and military funerals.  
They distributed leaflets, tended 
allotments, guarded telegraph 
lines and even hunted for escaped 
Prisoners of War!
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November l9l7, 6th Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry make a successful attack supported 

by tanks during the Battle of Cambrai.

ABOVE: Women’s Land Army members. 
Courtesy of Kevin Northover.

RIGHT: Propaganda poster. 
Courtesy of Abingdon Museum.

During the First World War, 
women were called upon to take on new 
jobs more than ever before. With men away fighting, women 
could become police officers, fire fighters and farmers. Thousands 
made weapons in the greatly expanded munitions factories or worked 
with the army as nurses or motor drivers.

Thousands made weapons in the greatly expanded munitions factories 
or worked with the army as nurses or motor drivers.

Government propaganda urged women at home to encourage their 
men to fight. Women also formed committees of volunteers to support 
the work effort by fundraising and producing necessities – clothing for 
soldiers and items for local hospitals and refugees.

Gladys Neal worked in the munitions 
factory in Banbury.

Women’s Land Army members put on a demonstration 
for the press. Courtesy of Oxfordshire County Council - 
Oxfordshire History Centre.Bus or Tram conductor or ‘clippie’. 

Courtesy of Kevin Northover.

Have a look 
for more 

information 
about her 

in the cases.
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Germany’s submarine attacks in 
1917 – systematically sinking any 
ship with cargo bound for Britain – 
left the country facing devastating 
food shortages. 

Food kitchens were established 
across Oxfordshire.  For a few 
pence, an economical meal could 
be made from the food locally 
available. In Oxford, allotments 
were established around the city to 
grow vegetables.

In January 1918, the Ministry of 
Food finally introduced rationing. 
Each person was issued with a 
ration card and allocated a food 
allowance including personal 
quotas for sugar, meat, butter, 
bread and tea.  

TOP: ‘The Food Queue’ by Christopher Nevinson. 
Courtesy of the Imperial War Museum.

BOTTOM: German submarines at Kiel, Schleswig-Holstein. 
Courtesy of US Library of Congress.

Wartime postcards. 
Courtesy of Kevin Northover.

March l9l8, 2/4 Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry are overwhelmed, taking many 
casualties during the German's major offensive 
on the Western Front.
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Postcard sent by British soldiers 
from Mesopotamia.

March l9l8, lst Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry support the defeat of the 

Turkish Army at Khan Bhaghdadi, on the River 
Euphrates, Mesopotamia.

Sometimes, when considering the First 
World War, we think only of the trenches 
in France and Belgium. Yet the war 
involved many countries and places 
around the world.  

Men and women who had never left their 
Oxfordshire towns and villages before, 
fought and worked alongside people who 
had came from all over the globe.  People 

came into contact with others from 
different social backgrounds, races and 
religions for the first time.

The Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry fought in Italy, Iraq, Greece, 
India, Ireland and Russia.  Those that died 
continue to be commemorated in those 
places.

Adalat Khan fought with 22nd Punjabis 
alongside the 1st Oxfordshire & Bucks LI.

Have a look 
for more 

information 
about him

in the cases.

Men of the 7th Battalion, Oxfordshire & 
Buckinghamshire LI in Salonika, Greece. 
Courtesy of the Imperial War Museum.

Postcard sent by soldier of 
4th Battalion, Oxfordshire & 
Buckinghamshire LI from Italy. 
Courtesy of Kevin Northover.

An Indian soldier guarding Turkish 
prisoners in Mesopotamia.
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The battle took place from 
July to November 1917 for 
control of the ridges south 
and east of the Belgian city of 
Ypres (now Ieper).

The Allies’ aim was to capture 
key strategic positions in 
Belgium to end the war. 
The battle has remained 
controversial because of the 
appalling conditions in which 
the men fought and the high 
number of casualties.

Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire Light 
Infantry soldiers took part 
in the fighting and many of 
those killed or missing are 
remembered at the Tyne Cot 
Cemetery or on the Menin 
Gate at Ypres. 

Tyne Cot Cemetery at Passchendaele. 
 Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International license. Wernervc.

Officers and sergeants of ‘D’ Coy, 2nd Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire LI  in 1917. 

April l9l8, Oxfordshire Yeomanry support 
forces bringing a halt to the German 
offensives, with their attack on Rifle Wood, 
in front of Amiens.

‘Canadian Gunners in the Mud’ by Alfred Bastien. 
Wiki Commons Public Licence

The Menin Gate, Ypres. 
Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic license. Laika ac.
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Austro-Hungarian troops testing a flamethrower. 

June l9l8, l/4 Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire 
Light Infantry and l/l Bucks Battalion repel 
Austro-Hungarian attacks in Italy during the 

Battle on the Piave River.

The war brought with it new technological 
developments, some of which had 
applications beyond the battlefield. Other 
items had been in use before the war, but 
became widely used after it.

During the fighting, tanks, poison gas, 
aircraft carriers, flamethrowers and roll-on, 
roll-off ferries were used, amongst many 
other new inventions.

Blood banks came into being, as 
did mobile X-ray machines, paper 
handkerchiefs and tea bags!

The humble wrist watch became widely 
used after the war, because officers had 
found it easier to use in action than the 
traditional pocket watch. 

ABOVE: A British tank. 

RIGHT: A French aircraft carrier.

Blood-transfusion apparatus 
from the First World War. 
Courtesy of the Wellcome Trust.
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After the war, many soldiers returned home, happy 
to be with their families. However, some found it 
difficult to adjust to civilian life amongst people who 
had not shared their experience at the front.
Many struggled with disability and ill health, not all of it visible. 

Many suffered from ‘shell shock’, which is now referred to as Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD). In an age before the National Health Service existed, families had to 
manage as best they could.

Most former soldiers found jobs, but many struggled to do so in the poor economic 
conditions of the 1920s. Others, disabled by the war and not able to work, fought 
battles with the Ministry of Pensions for compensation for their injuries.

August l9l8, Restored to horseback, the 
Oxfordshire Yeomanry advance to victory 
during the last `lOO Days' of the war.

Church parade of disabled soldiers. 
Courtesy of the Wellcome Trust.

A soldier suffering from shell-shock. 
Courtesy of the Wellcome Trust.

X-ray postcard showing
Jack Coupland’s broken arm, 
where he had been hit by a 
shrapnel ball.

Private Jack Coupland from 
Bicester of the 5th Oxfordshire & 
Buckinghamshire LI. He fought 
throughout the war. 

Have a look 
for more 

information 
about him

in the cases.

Members of the Royal British Legion 
(Banbury Branch) on Armistice Day 1931.

Private Jack Coupland 
from Bicester.
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October l9l8, 2nd Oxfordshire & 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry attack 

the retreating Germans at St Python while 
advancing towards the Belgian border. 

The Armistice signed on 11 November 1918 brought 
the war to an end, though for many the suffering 
would go on. Memorials, shrines and rolls of honour 
were established to remember the dead and to give 
some comfort to the living. 

Some families were able to go the Western Front 
after the war to visit the graves of loved ones, though 
for  many it was not possible. Soldiers banded 
together at annual reunions, glad of the company of 
others who really understood their experiences. 

Today, the Royal British Legion and the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission play a vital 
role in remembering those who died.

George Gibbard from 
Banbury as a boy. 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission Memorial, Basra, Iraq. The unveiling of the Cenotaph, London, 1920. 
Courtesy of the Imperial War Museum.

George Gibbard from Banbury as a boy. George Gibbard’s grave in France being 
visited by his mother and sister during 
the 1920s. 

Obituary of Private George Gibbard 
from Banbury. 

Private George Gibbard’s original 
grave marker at Puchevillers Military 
Cemetery, Somme. 

Have a look 
for more 

information 
about him

in the cases.

Children at the Cenotaph in London 
on Remembrance Sunday.

Pictures courtesy of Kevin Northover.
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