
No 9  2015  Oct-Dec  
 MUSEUM UPDATES AND 

NEWS 

 

 

SOFO  
Newsletter 

KEEPI NG YO U U P TO DA TE W ITH ALL  THE L ATES T NEW S FRO M S OFO  

SOFO would like to thank all the volunteers for their hard work and  

dedication! This monthly newsletter  will keep you all in the loop but if 

there is anything we have missed that you want to know, please tell us. 

 

The 

Museum Updates 
There has been plenty of things going on at 
the Museum. Our wonderful new exhibition 
‘Above the Dreaming Spires - Oxfordshire’s 
Great War Aviation Story’ is now open and has 
been receiving fantastic feedback.  

 

Our medal display cases  have been filled with 
some beautiful collections of medals  and the 
new interactive is currently being worked on 
to accompany this new addition to the  

museum. Thank you to all the volunteers  

helping with this project.  

 

Ashley Jackson who leads our academic panel 
is currently writing the official SOFO souvenir 
guide book, following the Pitkin model, we 
hope to have this for sale in March 2016. 
  

The three SOFO timelines are off for  

production! Stephen Barker has done an  

excellent job in producing our large visual 
timelines of both county regiments and  

Oxfordshire for the Garden Gallery. This was 
the last part of the main museum gallery fit 
out and the Trust is pleased that both the  

regiments have contributed so much time and 
effort to the project. Robin Draper and Harry 
Staff have done a sterling job in making sure 
the timelines include key regimental moments. 
  
Our Sunday BBC Radio slots are continuing. 
Keep a look out, we tend to be there on the 
last Sunday of each month on the Will  

Gompertz show. If you could contribute to this 
by sharing your research or stories that tell 
how Oxfordshire men and women have  

experienced conflict both here and abroad 
please get in touch with Ursula.  

 

 



Remembrance Poppies 
Our volunteers and staff have been hard at work 
knitting poppies for this Remembrance Day. These 
beautiful poppies will be attached to the  
25 pounder gun and available for  
purchase.  Funds raised will be shared between the 
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Trust and the Royal British  
Legion. Alternatively you can purchase some of our 
poppy jewellery via our website. We have a  
selection  of stunning silver rings, earrings and 
necklaces which contain real flowers and a  
handmade brooch exclusive to SOFO made by our 
Fundraising Assistant Kate Burrows. 

 
On the 23rd September the museum was 
closed at 3pm for a private visit by our Prime 
Minister and local MP David Cameron.   
He found the museum very interesting and  
enjoyed the exhibitions especially the new 
‘Above the Dreaming Spires – Oxfordshire’s 
Great War Aviation Story’ where he was  
fascinated with the map of the Witney airfields 
in relation to what stands there today.  
 
After a guided tour of the museum and  
research centre  the Prime Minister was  
presented with a copy of our ‘Oxfordshire  
Remembers’ book and a handmade poppy for 
Mrs Cameron. It was a most enjoyable visit and 
we would like to thank Mr Cameron for coming. 
 

 

Prime Minister David Cameron Visits SOFO 

 



Peter and Dan Snow at Blenheim Palace 

On Wednesday the 7th of October SOFO hosted a 
fantastic fundraising event with Peter and Dan Snow 
held at the Orangery, Blenheim Palace.  We had 225 
guests in attendance. The evening was kindly  
sponsored by Cazenove Capital Management and  
EP Barrus.  
 
The Snows talked about the Battle of Waterloo  
experience on which they have written a beautiful 
book. Signed copies were available following the talk. 
The event was most enjoyable and everyone found it 
highly interesting. A big ‘thank you’ to Dan and Peter 
Snow for giving up their time to help  
support us. 
 
The guests enjoyed a lovely three course meal with 
wine in the beautiful Orangery. After dinner there 
was a sealed envelope draw and we had 3 fantastic 
prizes donated. First prize was a garden tractor,  
kindly donated by EP Barrus worth £1500, won by 
Harry Staff. Second prize was a £150 voucher and  
VIP shopping day, including lunch, provided by 
Bicester Village and was won by Mrs Yannaghas. 
Third prize was an annual pass for Blenheim Palace 
won by General Sir Robert Pascoe. We are very  
grateful to everyone who provided prizes and  
sponsorship and helped to make this event such a 
great success.  
 
Our thanks must go to Mrs Marie-Jane Barnett, 
Chairman of the Friends of SOFO, for organising this  
wonderful evening. We are delighted to be able to 
announce that the event raised a remarkable £11,500 
for the Trust and has been our most successful event 
to date.  



 

Count Down to Christmas 

The Christmas season is fast approaching and we 
can help with the annual struggle of gift-buying. It is 
also great to support such a wonderful local charity 
during the season of goodwill. All presents  
purchased from us help the museum, so great  
presents  and helping a good cause—win win!  Here 
we have compiled a list of our top 10 presents for 
the whole family.  
 

For Him….. 
 

What to get the man who has everything?  
 

1. Regimental Mug - Show your allegiance every 
time you have a cuppa with these unique to 

SOFO   regimental mugs. QOOH and OBLI £5.50 
2. Dad’s Army Playing Cards – Keep boredom at bay 

with these fantastic Captain Mainwaring playing 
cards. £4.99 

3. Dad’s Army Wash Bag - Perfect for the weekend 
battlefield tour get-away. £7.99 

4. Winston Churchill Coaster – Ideal to sit that     
regimental mug on. Another unique SOFO item 
featuring a picture from our collection. £1.95 

5. Family History Research – Has he always         
wondered what a relative did in the war? Find 

out with our research service. £50.00 
6. War Poster Jigsaw Puzzle - Beautiful war poster 

puzzle to keep him amused for hours. £12.95 
7. Friends Membership – Free entry to his favourite 

museum, lots of events and a quarterly         
newsletter. What could be better? £60 per       

annum. 
8. Dad’s Army Socks – keep his feet toasty warm 

with these trendy Christmas socks. £12.99 
9. Trench Whistle – Perfect for making noise and 

dog walking. £ 3.50 
10. Hand Painted Die Cast Model Soldier – Would 

make a  beautiful edition to his desk , each one a 
work of art. From £60 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Her….. 
 

Treat the ladies in your life too  something special 
this Christmas? 

 
1. Poppy Jewellery – We have a beautiful range of 

stunning jewellery there is something to suit   
everyone. From £8.00 

2. ‘Victory is in the Kitchen’ Apron – Practical and  
stylish, every victorious kitchen needs one of 

these aprons. £12.00 
3. Retro Tins – We have a large selection of         

fashionable retro tins from Bird’s Custard to 
Camp Coffee which are jolly useful too.  From 

£4.50 
4. Bone China Mugs – Choose either a poppy design  

or classic Anna Archer image. £4.20 
5. Touchwood Charm – A lucky keepsake in WW1 

now you can have your very own lucky charm. 
£10.00 

6. Unisex Spitfire Scarf – 100% Cashmere luxury 
scarf to keep you warm and cosy and looking  

super stylish. £14.00 
7. Note Pads – Pretty and practical , perfect for your 

handbag.  £3.50 
8. Canvas Bags – The perfect shopping bag from the 

Poppy and Anna Archer range.  £4.20 
9. Knit and Stitch Tin – Perfect for storing all your 

crafty bits and bobs.  £8.50 
10. Tins – These handy little tins are pre-filled with 

pins, buttons or a tape measure and are perfect 
for keeping your sewing kit together.  

£4.95 



 

For THe KiDS….. 
 

We have a large selection of perfect stocking fillers 
and presents for the children. We can only feature a 
small amount so do pop over to the museum shop to 

see the full range of toys and gifts. 
 

1. Dad’s Army Whoopee Cushion – The ultimate 
practical joke, have fun Dad’s Army style . £2.99 

2. Limited Edition Wristbands – Perfect stocking   
fillers, collectable silicone bands in various        

colours. £1.00 
3. Necklace Kit – Make your own gemstone neck-

lace with this beautiful kit, stones are                        
interchangeable. £2.50 

4. Replica Pack – Great WW1 replica pack contain-
ing lots of different postcards, posters and other 

items relating to the era. £5.95 
5. Jigsaw Puzzles – For the little ones, a range of 

handmade local jigsaw puzzles. Choice of tractor, 
train, feet, hen or hot air balloon. From £12.00 

6. Wooden Kits – Create your very own wooden 
model with these fantastic kits. Choice of Jeep, 

Motorbike or Chinook. From £5.25 
7. Mini Medals – Lovely miniature medals. Lots of 

different campaigns and awards. From £2.50 
8. Aviator Bear – Adorable plush bear dressed in his  

flying gear. £9.50 
9. SOFO Wallet – Perfect for storing all your pocket 

money.  £2.00 
10. Glider Set – Elastic band powered glider, opens 

to 18 inches wide and glides over 100ft! Great 
fun for all ages. £2.50 

 
 

 



 

SOFO  
TARGET 
£120,000 

 
 
 

FUNDRAISING 
 

Fundraising is vital to SOFO. 
This enables us to  

continue to resource the new  
museum with state of the art  

displays and to house our  
collections in the best  

possible way.  
 

To date we have raised 
£200,000. As we continue to 

work towards our goal we 
would welcome your ideas 

and suggestions for  
fundraising. No matter how 

big or small or how weird and 
wonderful,  

every penny will help us to 
achieve our goal.   

 
If you know of any local 
events that may be of  

interest to SOFO please let us 
know. Kate is available to  

discuss your ideas at  
fundraising@sofo.org.uk  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Forthcoming Events 

 

October Half Term - The Big Draw 
Every picture tells a story. What will 
you put on SOFO’s Big Draw wall? 
Part of the national Big Draw event, 
come along and fill a frame. 
 
 
29th October - 10am-3pm HALLOWEEN 
KIDS CLUB  
Action Packed Halloween Fun!   
Thursday 29th Oct 10am-3pm  £20 
Spooky themed treasure hunt, 
technical challenge, pumpkin-carving, 
dress up, craft, apple bobbing and 
more! Call 01993 810 210 to book 
 
 
4th November - Churchill’s Secret  
Army, Gilly Halcrow, £15.00 
Gilly Halcrow’s lecture will be a tribute 
to those brave men and women who 
participated in these critical and  
perilous operations.  Gilly will talk 
about the training and preparation the 
agents underwent as well as telling  
tales of SOE betrayal.  The talk gives a 
fascinating insight into some of the 
missions that achieved amazing success 
and helped shorten the war. 
 
2nd December – ‘Above the Dreaming 
Spires - Oxfordshire’s Great war  
Aviation Story’. Peter Dye £10.00 
The First World War was the first  
conflict in which air combat became a 
major focus.  Men from all nations and 
walks of life were drawn to the skies 
and the romance of flying.  Peter Dye, 
former Director General of RAF  
Museum Hendon, who curated the  
exhibition, presents an evening of high 
adventure with stories of the men and 
fascinating facts about the  
technological advancements that came 
with the emergence of the Royal Flying 
Corps. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
Volunteering  

 

We are always on the look out for support at 

SOFO. We are currently recruiting  

volunteers. There are lots of ways to  

volunteer with us from helping at the front 

desk, researching for exhibitions or even  

sewing costumes at home.  

 

If you have some spare time, we’d love to 

hear from you. 

 

Please contact us on: 

Tel: 01993 810 214 

email: education@sofo.org.uk   

Our recent Trip Advisor campaign has been very 
successful and we are now Woodstock’s number 2 
attraction with only Blenheim Palace in front of us. It 
has been lovely to read the comments left by our 
visitors especially how helpful and friendly the staff 
and volunteers are. That does not mean we can rest 
easy though as we still need more reviews.  If you 
haven't already done so please see if you can spare 
some time to help us. If everyone who has visited 
the museum spared 5 minutes to write us a quick 
review it would be wonderful and attract more  
visitors. If you have enjoyed a visit to our museum 
please could you write us a review, it would really 
help us out. The website is www.tripadvisor.com  
and search The Soldiers of Oxfordshire. 

Trip Advisor Update 



 
Volunteering  

 

We are always on the look out for support at 

SOFO. We are currently recruiting  

volunteers. There are lots of ways to  

volunteer with us from helping at the front 

desk, researching for exhibitions or even  

sewing costumes at home.  

 

If you have some spare time, we’d love to 

hear from you. 

 

Please contact us on: 

Tel: 01993 810 214 

email: education@sofo.org.uk   

Volunteers Corner 

EMAILS: A polite reminder that everyone should be using their SOFO email addresses without exception. Should you 
wish to forward your SOFO emails to your personal address please see Kate and she will help you to do this.   
Unfortunately the staff and volunteers are unable to remember individual emails and there is no database. With the 
SOFO emails it is your name followed by @sofo.org.uk. This is easy for everyone to remember and uniform.  
All newsletters and other important information are only sent to SOFO emails. 
 
PARLIAMENT: Parliament has been arranged for Thursday 10th December at 5pm and this will be followed by our  
usual Christmas gathering.  This start time will enable the front-of-house staff and volunteers to also attend. Please let 
Sue know if there are any inclusions for the agenda and your ability to attend for the numbers. 
 
INTRODUCING: Adrian Kerrison has joined the volunteers as our new social media intern. If you have anything you 
would like to promote on social media please contact Adrian socialmedia@sofo.org.uk who usually comes in on a  
Friday for an hour but does the majority of work from home. Adrian’s day job is working at the Bodleian Library as an 
archivist.  
 
HELP REQUIRED: We are looking for helpers  for the children’s activities during the school holidays and kids club  
weekends. Please let Vicki or Louisa know if you are able to help out at all or even cover the desk.  


