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SOFO would like to thank all the volunteers for their hard work and  

dedication! This monthly newsletter  will keep you all in the loop but if 

there is anything we have missed that you want to know, please tell us. 

 

The 

Museum Updates 
There have been lots of updates to the  

museum recently. We have taken delivery of 
our medal display cases and the volunteers are 
working hard to fit them out which will be 
completed soon.  

 

Part one of ‘Oxfordshire Remembers 1914-
1918’ is coming to a close in August so this is 
your last chance to visit the exhibition before 
it is replaced with the ‘Above the Dreaming 
Spires’ in September. 

We also have the temporary exhibition ‘The 66 
Men of Grandpont’ for August only. This tells 
the story of the 66 Men from the Grandpont 
parish in Oxford who lost their lives in the First 
world War. There is more information on this 
exhibition on our website.  

 

Not got time to visit all these exciting displays? 
Don’t worry as in August we are opening until 
8pm on Wednesdays along with The  

Oxfordshire Museum. As part of our late  

opening plans we have even more going on. 
There is the opening of the 66 Men of 
Grandpont exhibition, the book launch of ‘The 
Loan Soldier’ by author Bruce Duncan and 
much, much more.  

 

We also have plenty on to keep the children 
occupied during the summer holidays includ-
ing a ‘Brilliant Beads’ workshop and the ‘Mix 
and Match’ drop in session  

inspired by 1940’s make do and mend. All the 
usual trails as well as plenty of new  

inter-actives such as our Morse code machines 
and the ‘Afghan Alley’ metal detectors.  

 

All the information about our events,  

exhibitions and activities can be found on our 
website www.sofo.org.uk/whatson.php  



Nigel Sale– The Lie at the Heart of Waterloo 
 

Coming in September 2015, our new temporary  
exhibition will chronicle the impact of the first air 
war on individuals and families across the county. 
 
The exhibition will highlight the important role of 
training in making air power a reality and how this 
transformed the landscape, while bringing  
economic and social change. 
 
Airfields and depots sprung up at Bicester, Milton, 
Port Meadow, Upper Heyford, Weston-on-the-
Green and Witney. Ground training was undertaken 
at Henley as well as Christchurch and Merton  
Colleges. 
 
Oxfordshire’s Home Front played an important part 
in sustaining the air war on the Western Front and 
the creation of the Royal Air Force. A pattern that 
would be repeated on an even larger scale during 
the Second World War. 
 
‘Crossing The Line’, a short film, not widely  
distributed, by Sir Peter Jackson (pictured right), 
Director of The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings, will be 
shown throughout the exhibition, providing an 
evocative backdrop to our county’s aviation story 
during a remarkable period of aviation history. 
The exhibition will run until March 2016. 

 
 

 

 

Above The Dreaming Spires – Oxfordshire’s Great War Aviation 

18th June 2015 
 
On the very day of the battle’s bicentenary Nigel Sale launched his 
new book – The Lie at the Heart of Waterloo here at SOFO. It was a 
free event including a lecture followed by a question and  
answer session and opportunity to purchase a signed copy of the 
book.  
The turn out was excellent with over 60 people coming along, the 
majority also visited the museum afterwards.  We still have a very 
small number of books for sale in the museum shop so if you are  
interested in purchasing one please get in touch. 



Armed Forces Day – Family Fun at SOFO 

On June the 27th to celebrate Armed Forces Day 
SOFO opened its doors by donation for a Family Fun 
Day! It was a wonderful day with lots of activities 
which included  
Research Pod 
Camouflage Workshop 
Den Making 
Story Telling 
Rations and Refreshments 
Teddy Tombola 
Face Painting  
The staff dressed up in various costumes including a  
land girl, nurse and even Wellington. A great day was 
had by everyone who attended.  



 

Flywheel Festival 20th/21st June 2015 

Two of our regular volunteers from the Airpower 
team David Elvidge and Alec Harris took the SOFO 
stand along to the Flywheel Festival. A festival of 
historic motoring and military endeavour took 
place at Bicester Heritage on the weekend of 
20th/21st of June. This was the perfect   
opportunity to advertise our forthcoming ‘Above 
the Dreaming Spires’ exhibition all about  
Oxfordshire's First World War aviation history. 
Whist managing the stand they were visited by 
another of our volunteers Peter Salcombe who is 
a member of the Bicester Home Guard   
re-enactment group. A great weekend was had by 
everyone who attended the festival. Our sincere 
thanks must go to David, Alec, Peter and Lynn 
who did a great job on the stand and raised al-
most £200 for SOFO in the process.  

In order to reach a wider audience with the 
items we have for sale in our museum shop, 
we have now started listing some of the items 
on eBay.  We have a wide variety of books and 
other items for sale some of which you cant 
buy anywhere else. All proceeds from our 
eBay sales go direct to the trust. We have also 
had some donations of items to sell in aid of 
the charity which is very kind. Our new  
volunteer Will Cross (who is the son of Sue 
and Mike Cross) has worked very hard listing 
all of the items in the eBay shop.  
Please see www.ebay.com/thesoldiersofoxfordshire  

SOFO eBay Shop 

 



 

SOFO  
TARGET 
£120,000 

 
 
 

FUNDRAISING 
 

Fundraising is vital to SOFO. 
This will enable us to  

continue to resource the new  
museum with state of the art  

displays and to house our  
collections in the best  

possible way.  
 

To date we have raised 
£200,000. As we continue to 

work towards our goal we 
would welcome your ideas 

and suggestions for  
fundraising. No matter how 

big or small or how weird and 
wonderful,  

every penny will help us to 
achieve our goal.   

 
If you know of any local 
events that may be of  

interest to SOFO please let us 
know. Kate is available to  

discuss your ideas at  
fundraising@sofo.org.uk  

 
 
 

 
 

Forthcoming Events 

 

Late Night Opening 
Wednesdays in August both museums 
will be open until 8.00pm.  
5th August 
12th August 
19th August 
26th August 
 
Opening 4th August 2015 – The 66 
Men of Grandpont 
A temporary exhibition featuring the 
stories of the 66 men from the 
Grandpont parish in Oxford who  
perished in the First World War. Only 
available for August 2015.  
 
11th August 2015 - Trash Talking 
Join our junk modelling jamboree in 
conjunction with the Oxfordshire  
Museum. Family drop in 2-4pm.   
Ages 5-10, children £2.00. 
 
19th August 2015 - Mix and Match 
Design a crazy pint-sized outfit from 
scraps. Just like the 1940’s ‘Make Do 
and Mend’. Family drop in 11am-3pm. 
Ages 5-10, kids FREE with a paying 
adult. 
 
26th August 2015 – The Loan Soldier 
Lecture and book launch  
‘The Loan Soldier’ by author Bruce 
Duncan. Lecture from 6-7pm.  
Admission FREE with reduced rate to 
the galleries.  
 
26th August 2015 – Brilliant Beads 
Make a fantastic friendship bracelet 
just like the ones made by Prisoners of 
War in Oxfordshire. Family drop in. 
11am-3pm. Ages 5-10 kids FREE with a 
paying adult.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
Volunteering  

 

We are always on the look out for support 

at SOFO. We are currently recruiting  

volunteers. There are lots of ways to  

volunteer with us from helping at the front 

desk, researching for exhibitions or even 

sewing costumes at home.  

 

If you have some spare time, we’d love to 

hear from you. 

 

Please contact us on: 

Tel: 01993 810 214 

email: education@sofo.org.uk   

 
Trip Advisor is a review site which we are a member 
of. The idea behind it is to get reviews from visitors 
which will in turn attract more visitors. Many people 
use trip advisor when planning their day visits, 
where to stay and eat and even holidays. We are 
currently ranked 3rd out of 8 things to do in  
Woodstock. We need more reviews of the museum 
as we currently only have 21. If everyone who has 
visited the museum spared 5 minutes to write us a 
quick review it would be wonderful and attract more 
visitors. If you have enjoyed a visit to our museum 
please could you write us a review, it would really 
help us out. The website is www.tripadvisor.com  

Trip Advisor– Reviews required 


