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KEEPI NG YO U U P TO DA TE W ITH ALL  THE L ATES T NEW S FRO M S OFO  

SOFO would like to thank all the volunteers for their hard work and  

dedication! This monthly newsletter  will keep you all in the loop but if 

there is anything we have missed that you want to know, please tell us. 

 

The 

Chairman’s Message 
Firstly,  I would like to thank you all for your  

continued support. You are all a most valuable 
part of our existence and long may you  

continue to enjoy your association with us.  

 

Since the opening of the Museum we have not 
had quite the number of visitors needed to 
support the Museum in the long term. This is 
not unusual for a new facility, particularly 
when we are not on the main road and hidden 
somewhat by the Oxfordshire Museum.  

Nevertheless numbers are rising but we do 
need you all to advertise the product that we 
have here to your friends, family and the  

wider community and encourage them to 
come and see us. 

 

We have quite a full set of events coming up.  

However these don't happen without a lot of 
hard work by our board members and our  

volunteers all of whom I thank for their  

continued support. I would ask that wherever 
you can please support these events as I am 
sure that you will find them  

informative and I hope enjoyable. 

 

There is a lot going on behind the scenes as we 
make sure that all our archives are up to date 
and the databases that we have are  

rationalised to a new, user friendly system. 
This will help with our research capability and 
thus increase the income that we have from it. 

 

I hope you find the newsletter informative but 
I am sure that the Museum Staff would be 
happy to have any feedback so that we can 
make it better next time. 

 

Thank you again for your continued support. 
 

Ian Inshaw 
Chairman, Soldiers of Oxfordshire Trust 



Al Murray Talk 
Over 100 people attended a talk by Al Murray at the OUOTC 
in Oxford on 6th March 2015. Held as a one-off event in 
support of SOFO and The Rifles charity, Care for Casualties.  
 
His talk on military history gave the audience an insight into 
his own interest in the subject In particular the Second World 
War. Murray’s Q & A session prompted a range of questions 
from the audience including his thoughts on women on the 
front line and the forthcoming General Election  as his  
persona ‘The Pub Landlord’ runs for election in the  
constituency of South Thanet in Kent. 
 
The event raised over £1000 to be split between the two  
organising charities. 

Coming in September 2015, our new temporary  
exhibition will chronicle the impact of the first air 
war on individuals and families across the county. 
 
The exhibition will highlight the important role of 
training in making air power a reality and how this 
transformed the landscape, while bringing  
economic and social change. 
 
Airfields and depots sprung up at Bicester, Milton, 
Port Meadow, Upper Heyford, Weston-on-the-
Green and Witney. Ground training was undertaken 
at Henley as well as Christchurch and Merton  
Colleges. 
 
Oxfordshire’s Home Front played an important part 
in sustaining the air war on the Western Front and 
the creation of the Royal Air Force. A pattern that 
would be repeated on an even larger scale during 
the Second World War. 
 
‘Crossing The Line’, a short film, not widely  
distributed, by Sir Peter Jackson (pictured right), 
Director of The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings, will be 
shown throughout the exhibition, providing an 
evocative backdrop to our county’s aviation story 
during a remarkable period of aviation history. 
The exhibition will run until March 2016. 

 
 

 

 

Above The Dreaming Spires – Oxfordshire’s Great War Aviation 



Free entry to Second World War Veterans 
To mark the anniversary of the end of the Second 
World War, SOFO will be offering free entry to the 
museum for Second World War veterans  
throughout 2015. 
 
We are also embarking  on a project to record the 
memories of Oxfordshire residents who lived 
through the Second World War. Any veterans who 
visit the museum will be encouraged to share their 
memories, and the Museum would like to hear 
from any residents of Oxfordshire who are  
interested in having their memories recorded for 
posterity.  

The Museum is also interested in receiving copies of 
written memoirs or personal stories relating to  
experiences during the Second World War. Find out 
more at www.sofo.org.uk/oralhistory 
 
The free entrance to the Museum is offered to  
anyone who served between 1939-1945 in the  
Army, Royal Navy, RAF, ATS, WRNS, WAAF and 
members of organisations that supported the war 
effort including the Merchant Navy, Women's Land 
Army, Civil Defence, Bevin Boys and others. 

From the end of March SOFO is excited to  
announce the launch of its Saturday morning Kids 
Club. This event will run on the last Saturday of 
each month and is aimed at children aged 6-11. 
 
SOFO’s Education Officer Vicki Wood says, “The 
idea behind it is to do something a little different to 
average museum sessions. We aim to make the  
sessions a little more exciting and will introduce 
different areas of the curriculum including science, 
literacy and numeracy into the activities combined 
with aspects of both military life and history. 
 
The first session on Saturday 28th March will allow 
children to explore Morse Code, work with circuits 
and lift fingerprints with graphite powder.  
 
The club runs from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the Museum.  
 
It will cost £3 for the first session and £6 for  
subsequent sessions. Sibling discounts apply. 
 
 

NO PARENTS!! 
 

 

SOFO KIDS CLUB—Launching Saturday 28th March 



 

Churchill, Command and Leadership 

Professor Ashley Jackson 
THURSDAY 14th MAY 2015 6-8pm. 
Tickets: £7.50 
 
As part of the Museums at Night national event 
SOFO is hosting an out-of-hours talk on Churchill  - 
a man who inspires controversy but also  
fascination in his leadership and guidance through 
the war.  
 
This talk is part of our Churchill programme  
commemorating 50 years since Churchill’s death  
and 70 years since the end of the Second World 
War.  
 
Ashley Jackson is Professor of Imperial and Military 
History at King's College London, and a Visiting  
Fellow at Kellogg College, Oxford. Resident in 
Woodstock since the mid-1990s, Ashley has been 
involved with SOFO since 2009. He has written 
nine books on aspects of Britain's imperial and  
military history, including a biography of Winston 
Churchill. 

Join us on the very day of the battle’s bicentenary for what will be a lively talk by the author, Nigel Sale. 
 
Waterloo has, perhaps, a greater claim to have left its mark on Europe than any single battle before it, 
yet, even after two hundred years, there is confusion about how the battle ended. Nigel Sale presents 
his research which firmly proves that the 52nd Light Infantry alone was responsible for repulsing the  
final, last gasp attack of Napoleon’s renowned Guard. Nigel will be hosting a short talk on the battle,  
followed by a Question and Answer session. 
 
Tickets: Free event with a reduced gallery admission of £3.00 for visitors who wish to view the  
exhibitions before the talk. 
 
Signed copies of the book will be available for purchase after the talk. 

Nigel Sale, The Lie at the Heart of Waterloo 



 

SOFO  
TARGET 
£120,000 

 
 
 

FUNDRAISING 
 

Fundraising is vital to SOFO. 
This will enable us to  

continue to resource the new  
museum with state of the art  

displays and to house our  
collections in the best  

possible way.  
 

To date we have raised 
£200,000. As we continue to 

work towards our goal we 
would welcome your ideas 

and suggestions for  
fundraising. No matter how 

big or small or how weird and 
wonderful,  

every penny will help us to 
achieve our goal.   

 
If you know of any local 
events that may be of  

interest to SOFO please let us 
know. Kate is available to  

discuss your ideas at  
fundraising@sofo.org.uk  

 
 
 

 
 

Forthcoming Events 

 

Saturday 28th March  
1pm-4pm Kids Club 
'Spy Kids’ Have you got what it takes to 
become a secret agent? Disguise-
making, code-breaking, tests of skills 
and endurance.  
 
Wednesday 1st April (Easter Holiday 
Activity) 
11am-3pm Family Drop In 
Floral Magnets 
 
Wednesday 8th April (Easter Holiday 
Activity) 
11am-3pm Family Drop In 
Animals of Afghanistan 
 
Saturday 25th April  
1pm-4pm Kids Club 
‘On Patrol!’ Lots of hands-on activities 
exploring science and technology with 
a special military twist.  
 
Saturday 30th May  
1pm-4pm Kids Club 
‘Action Heroes!’ What type of leader 
are you? With fun games and activities 
find out what strategies you need for 
success.  
 
Thursday 18th June 
2pm Nigel Sale Talk  and Q&A 
Nigel Sale reveals how Wellington was 
saved from defeat at Waterloo by the 
soldiers of Oxfordshire 
 
Saturday 25th July  
1pm-4pm Kids Club 
'Roman Invaders!’ Re-live the invasion 
of Britain with hands-on activities and a 
mystery guest from the past. Part of 
the national Festival of Archaeology. 
 

 

 

 



 
Volunteering  

 

We are always on the look out for support 

at SOFO. We are currently recruiting  

volunteers. There are lots of ways to  

volunteer with us from helping at the front 

desk, researching for exhibitions or even 

sewing costumes at home.  

 

If you have some spare time, we’d love to 

hear from you. 

 

Please contact us on: 

Tel: 01993 810 214 

email: education@sofo.org.uk   

 
A happy, welcoming face for our visitors is the first 
and most important role of a front desk volunteer. 
Each visit begins with a helpful discussion of where 
they are from or how they know about us so we can 
track our visitor information, followed by an  
explanation of the museum layout and collecting  
entrance fees and, when appropriate, information 
about children’s trails and activities. 
 
Being on the front desk requires keeping up to date 
with details of forthcoming events, understanding the 
various offers and membership packages so these can 
be explained to visitors. 
 

 
Occasionally research enquiries come through via the 
telephone and in person and I direct these to the 
website for further information on how SOFO deals 
with enquiries. 
 
You have to be prepared to carry out discussions with 
a great variety of visitors from Welsh speakers to  
Russian linguists and finally encourage all visitors to 
use the shop! 
 
SOFO volunteer Francis Macfarlane  

A Day in the Life of a Volunteer on the Front Desk 


