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SOFO would like to thank all our friends for their continued support. 

This quarterly newsletter aims to bring you all our latest news. If there is 

information you would like included in our updates please let us know. 

The 

SOFO’s New Home 
Firstly we would like to apologise for the lack of newsletter lately. 

I am sure you are all aware of the move and that there has just not 

been enough time to produce the regular newsletter. However we 

should be back on track now and have lots to report. 

 

We have now completed the move to our new home and  

wonderful new building. The first part of this took place on  

Saturday 2nd November where a very eager team of staff and  

volunteers spent the day transporting all the large items and  

Collections from the Old Tannery to the new building. We would 

like to say a massive thank you to everyone who helped out with 

packing boxes and moving them. 

 

The next stage was to unpack, this took a lot of organisation as we 

needed shelves up and cupboards  in the right place in order to put 

everything away. There were plenty of volunteers on hand to help 

unpack the Museum.  

 

We are still in the early stages of occupying the building and 

working very hard on organising the displays ready for opening to 

the public in Spring 2014. We had a small open evening on 30th 

November to coincide with the night of 1000 candles and the  

Switching on of Woodstock's Christmas lights. We had tours of 

the building and children’s activities.  



 

SOFO  
TARGET 
£350,000 
To Raise 

FUNDRAISING 

 

Fundraising is vital to 
SOFO. Our target is 

£350,000. This will enable 
us to fit and resource the 

new museum with state of 
the art displays to house 
our collection in the best 

possible way.  
 

To date we have raised 
£225,000. As we continue 
to work towards our goal 
we would welcome your 
ideas and suggestions for 

fundraising. No matter 
how big or small or how 

weird and wonderful,  
every penny will help us to 

achieve our goal.   
 

If you know of any local 
events that maybe of  

interest to SOFO please let 
us know. Kate is available 

to discuss your ideas at 

fundraising@sofo.org.uk  
 

 

 

 Recent Events 
 

The Commander in Chief Looks Back-A talk 

by General Sir Nick Parker KCB CBE. 

 

Wednesday 6th November 2013, 7.00pm 

 

General Sir Nick Parker KCB CBE was the 

Commander in Chief for the land army and 

retired in May 2013. He gave a wonderful talk 

on some of his experiences whist in command 

including managing the security for the London 

2012 Olympic Games. It was fascinating to hear 

his talk and it was thoroughly enjoyed by  

everyone there. 

We had over 80 people in attendance at the  

Oxfordshire Golf Club some of whom stayed 

for dinner afterwards. A lovely evening was had 

by all and we were successful at raising money 

for SOFO. We would like to thank David Innes 

and Marie-Jane Barnett and the team for  

organising this evening. 

 

 

Wychwood School Performing Arts Evening

– In Memory of Bob Sheldon  

 

Wednesday 28th November 2013 

 

Wychwood School held a performing arts  

evening fundraiser and their chosen charity in 

memory of Bob Sheldon was SOFO. Bob is 

sadly missed by both organisations and it was 

so kind of them to invite us along. The girls all 

gave wonderful performances and it was a very 

entertaining evening attended by Kate Burrows 

and Vicki Wood from SOFO. On the night we 

raised £143.20 and we would like to thank the 

staff, pupils and parents of Wychwood School 

very much for all their efforts. We look forward 

to hearing more news from their sponsored 

camping trip and hope its not too cold for them.  

 

 

Night of 1000  Candles Woodstock 

 

Saturday 30th November 2013 

 

Night of 1000 Candles is the annual switching 

on of Woodstock’s Christmas lights. As part 

of the towns celebration's we opened the  

Museum from 3pm to 6pm with tours of the 

building, children’s craft activities, mince pies 

and mulled wine. 

We had many visitors and lots of extremely 

positive feedback from every one who  

attended. 

The children made Christmas decorations to 

take home with them (pictured right). We 

hope to run a series of small open days/ events 

but more information will appear here as plans 

are made. 



Christmas opening hours 

 
We will be closed from Thursday 19th December 2013 and reopening Monday 6th January 2014.  

 

New Members of Staff 
 We have been joined by two new members of staff who will 

be much more hands on with SOFO’s collections in  

planning future exhibitions and events. 

 

Josephine Neil is our new museums assistant and has  

experience of working and volunteering at the National  

Gallery of Scotland, The Ashmolean Museum and The  

National Trust (Chartwell House). Jo joined the team in  

October and was soon coordinating the Prisoner of War  

display. She and Vicki are planning the Blood and War  

exhibition area focusing on Blenheim Palace, St Hugh’s  

College and lots of Gore for our younger visitors.  

 

Vicki wood is our education and out reach officer. Vicki has 

worked at Oxford Universities Museums and Collections 

Educations Service, Cogges Farm Museum, The Pitt Rivers 

Museum and The Museum of The History of Science.  

 

Josephine and Vicki are working closely with the Museum 

design team and are also alongside Kate and Sue working 

on volunteer recruitment and policies.  Vicki started  

working with us in November and organised the Children’s 

activity for Night of 1000 Candles as well as giving a 

presentation at the Wychwood School Performing Arts 

Evening. Vicki will be working closely with Stephen Barker 

on the HLF Funded 1914-18 Oxfordshire Remembers  

Project. 

 

1914-1918 Oxfordshire Remembers 
We are very pleased to announce that SOFO have been awarded a grant of 

£80,000 from the Heritage Lottery fund towards our Centenary Exhibition ‘1914

-1918 Oxfordshire Remembers’. The exhibition is opening in August 2014 and 

will combine key highlights for both the County’s regiments during the great 

war. It will also be taking a look at what was happening in Oxfordshire’s towns 

and villages during this period. We are extremely grateful to The Heritage  

Lottery Fund, Stephen Barker and all our other partners involved for making this  

possible. 


