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KEEPING  O UR  F RI END S U P  T O D AT E W IT H AL L  T HE   

L AT EST  N EW S AT  SOFO.  

SOFO would like to thank all our friends for their continued support. 

This quarterly newsletter aims to bring you all our latest news. If there is 

information you would like included in our updates please let us know. 

The latest Museum 
project news 

As you can see from the pictures the building 

is progressing in leaps and bounds.  

The glazing is being installed as are the  

internal walls. The  wooden cladding on the 

second floor is going up so you can see the 

look of the final building taking shape. 

We are now starting to plan the move from 

our current location on Hensington road to the 

new building. Work is still going on behind 

the scenes creating the new galleries and there 

is plenty of activity at the research centre with 

everyone working very hard indeed. The  

Oxford Mail did a feature in the new look 

paper with lots of interesting facts about the 

museum and our project. The Museum  

building is due to be handed over before the 

end of the Summer, in order for the Research 

Centre to be fully working by the Autumn. 

Hopefully our archive store will also be fitted 

out as the volunteers arrive to finally ensure 

the collection is being looked after and stored 

correctly in one place. The staircase leading 

up to the Research Centre on the first floor 

will become our art gallery, allowing us to 

display some of our fantastic water colours 

and prints, previously hidden away. The  

Research Centre is also accessible by a lift 

and will be open by appointment for Family 

and Military Research enquiries. 

Once the building is handed over to SOFO, 

we will start fitting out the gallery spaces and 

the newest Museum in Oxfordshire will   

finally start to take shape! Special preview 

visits to see the spaces and learn more about 

our plans will be advertised soon and we hope 

all our Friends take the opportunity to meet us 

there! 

SOFO eBay 
SOFO now has their very own eBay account. The intention is to sell certain 

donated items which we have been given for the purpose of fundraising and 

other items such as wristbands. Our eBay account is thesoldiersofoxfordshire 

and 100% of our eBay proceeds go directly to the museum project. Check out 

some of the great items we are selling to see if there’s anything you fancy that 

would help us out too.  

The 



Simon Harris  
Talk  

To be held at Edward Brooks Barracks on 

Thursday 5th September 2013.  

On September 5th 2013 Simon Har-

ris will be talking about the 52nd Light 

Infantry in the first two years of the 

Great War.  In 1914 the 52nd was a 

most formidable fighting unit  and in 

his talk you will hear about the Retreat 

from Mons, the Battles of the Aisne, 

Ypres 1914, Festubert and Loos.  On 

November 11th 1914, the 52nd, in their 

most celebrated action of the war, 

 

 

SOFO  
TARGET 
£350,000 
To Raise 

FUNDRAISING 

 

Fundraising is vital to 
SOFO. Our target is 

£350,000. This will enable 
us to fit and resource the 

new museum with state of 
the art displays to house 
our collection in the best 

possible way.  
 

To date we have raised 
£104,000. As we continue 
to work towards our goal 
we would welcome your 
ideas and suggestions for 

fundraising. No matter 
how big or small or how 

weird and wonderful,  
every penny will help us to 

achieve our goal.   
 

If you know of any local 
events that maybe of  

interest to SOFO please let 
us know. Kate is available 

to discuss your ideas at 

fundraising@sofo.org.uk  
 

 

 

Touch Wood Charms Support SOFO 
 

We may no longer be fractured by the  

devastation of a world war, but there’s no doubt 

that we, and our armed forces, can still use all 

the love, luck and help we can get. Touch Wood 

Charms Ltd is the brainchild of Susie Randle 

and, along with Pete Boylan (business partner) 

and Tess Blenkinsop (jewellery designer and 

silversmith) Touch Wood Charms Ltd has  

created the’ Touch Wood Charm’ – a beautiful 

replica of the original charms created by British 

designer Henry Brandon in 1914.  

Developed during the First World War, “Touch 

Wuds” (as they were then known) were given as 

good luck tokens to soldiers by their  

sweethearts. Now, almost a century later, these 

charms are extremely rare. 

Having worn an original “ Touch Wud” all her 

life ( a gift from her mother to keep her safe), 

Susie has embarked on a journey to save the 

good luck charm by developing replica charms 

and in doing so, she hopes to raise money for 

charities supporting members of the  

Armed Forces. These beautiful charms may 

have been  

 

developed to save our World War One soldiers 

but they are just as relevant today as they  

always were. Susie’s version, the’ Touch Wood 

Charm’, is hand crafted in England, using  

Swarovski Elements ® crystals and sterling 

silver, and sold for £30. Each charm is unique, 

and aims to bring a smile to the wearer’s face. 

Touch Wood Charms pledge to donate 10% of 

all gross profits to support our soldiers and  

military charities. SOFO are lucky enough to 

have been  chosen by Touch Wood Charms to 

be supported.  If you are interested in  

purchasing one get in touch on 01993 813 832. 

 

at Nonne Bosschen Wood, routed the cream of the Kaiser's 

troops, the Prussian Guards.  You will be shown images 

of artefacts taken from the Germans that day and never seen in 

public before.  In 1915 at Richebourg the 52nd fought  

courageously in the first British night action of the war.  The 

talk is an illustrated PowerPoint presentation. 

 Simon Harris is a retired consultant anaesthetist and has  

written three books.  Whilst researching the life of his great 

uncle Captain Ralph Kite M.C., who was mortally wounded in 

1916 whilst serving with the 52nd, he became aware of the 

absence of a formal history of the battalion in the Great 

War.  His book on the 52nd Light Infantry in France and  

Belgium is now the authoritative second volume of the  

regimental history in the Great War.  His talk will be held on 

Thursday 5th September 2013 at 6.15pm at Edward Brooks 

Barracks, Cholswell Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 

6HW.After the talk we are delighted to offer a glass of wine 

and some canapes.  We would like to invite you to join us at 

this event.  Tickets will be £15.00.  All proceeds on the night 

will support the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum  

project. Purchasing tickets is easy via phone 01993 813 832 

(Kate or Sue) or alternatively though our website 

www.sofo.org.uk. We look forward to welcoming you on the 

evening. 

Keep the 17th October 2013 free for a talk with General 

Nick Parker– more details to follow  nearer the time. 

http://www.sofo.org.uk

