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KEEPING  O UR  F RI END S U P  T O D AT E W IT H AL L  T HE   

L AT EST  N EW S AT  SOFO.  

SOFO would like to thank all our friends for their continued support. 

This quarterly newsletter aims to bring you all our latest news. If there is 

information you would like included in our updates please let us know. 

The latest Museum 
project news 

The Museum building is due to handed over 

mid September with the Research Centre tak-

ing over its new home on the first floor. With 

the Centenary of WW1  

approaching the number of research enquiries 

has grown and this is set to continue whilst our 

own research for the new displays is also pick-

ing up speed.  

The fit out for the galleries is underway with 

volunteer researchers agreeing content,  

objects and images.  

Exhibition themes include Modern War Fare, 

Secret Wars and Prisoners of War and we have 

been joined by a number of external research-

ers to tell Oxfordshire's Air Power Story. In 

addition we are extremely grateful to the local 

historians who have come to us with their  

stories of how the various parts of  Oxfordshire 

have been affected by  

conflict. The Regimental Stories will be 

threaded through the displays as well as  

opportunities to learn more about the Oxford-

shire Yeomanry and the  

Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infan-

try in stand alone displays which highlight 

their impact throughout the world. Our Muse-

um Designer, Equal Studio will then deliver a  

schedule  based on the exhibition themes 

which in turn leads to the implementation and 

fit out of the galleries late 2013. These perma-

nent exhibitions allow SOFO to bring alive its 

unique military heritage to a modern audience, 

complementing and  

extending the offer currently available at The 

Oxfordshire Museum.  

Object of the month @ TOM 
SOFO have taken over the object of the month case at The Oxfordshire  

Museum. From March onwards we will be displaying tasters of the new  

galleries in the case. This month we are displaying a horses hoof inkwell and a  

caltrop. We were joined in the placement of the hoof by Children from the two  

Oxfordshire Wychwood Schools. One of the horses of the  

Oxfordshire Yeomanry was named Wychwood.  

The 



 Get Ready for 
Jambusters!!! 

SOFO ‘s latest event to be held at 7.30pm May 

17th 2013 at Chipping Norton Town Hall. 

On May 17th, we are running an 

event called Jambusters at the 

Chipping Norton Town Hall, a talk 

featuring a book about the  

Women’s Institute during the  

Second World War. Which has just 

been released  and is  already  

Attracting wide media attention 

including television production  

 

 

SOFO  
TARGET 
£350,000 
To Raise 

FUNDRAISING 

 

Fundraising is vital to 
SOFO. Our target is 

£350,000. This will enable 
us to fit and resource the 

new museum with state of 
the art displays to house 
our collection in the best 

possible way.  
 

To date we have raised 
£104,000. As we continue 
to work towards our goal 
we would welcome your 
ideas and suggestions for 

fundraising. No matter 
how big or small or how 

weird and wonderful,  
every penny will help us to 

achieve our goal.   
 

If you know of any local 
events that maybe of  

interest to SOFO please let 
us know. Kate is available 

to discuss your ideas at 

fundraising@sofo.org.uk  
 

 

 

Museum appeal brings out attic treasures 
 

The recent appeal by the Soldiers of Oxfordshire 

Museum for stories and artefacts relating to World 

War II Prisoners of War has had a terrific response 

from the public. New information has come to light 

about local POW camps around Oxfordshire, as well 

as local men captured in occupied Europe.  

 

Albert ‘Percy’ Hickman from Middleton Cheney was 

fighting with the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire 

Light Infantry when he was captured at Cassel in 

1940, during the Dunkirk campaign. He spent the 

next five years as a POW in German occupied  

Poland. His memorabilia give a fascinating insight 

into his time in captivity, when he was leader of a 

musical band in the camp. Performances and  

entertainment not only provided an activity for many 

soldiers, but were a vital part of keeping up morale. 

Albert’s son Stuart has donated all the items relating 

to his father’s POW years to the Soldiers of  

Oxfordshire Museum where a new POW exhibition is 

being developed. A sneak preview of the POW  

artefacts will be available in the ‘Object of the 

Month’ display at The Oxfordshire Museum in May. 

 

Stuart said: ‘I’m really pleased that a local museum is 

going to be looking after my Dad’s collection, and 

telling the story about POWs in Europe. He talked 

about his experience to me, but at the SOFO  

Research Centre I’ve learnt a lot more. It would be 

great to see any of his memorabilia on display at the 

new museum when it opens.’ 

 

Other items that have come to light after the appeal 

include a pair of German army-issue sunglasses given 

to an Oddington man captured on Crete, camp 

‘money’ from the POW camp at Harcourt Hill  

outside Oxford, and Christmas cards sent from  

Germany to family back home. Several members of 

the public also brought in scores of letters from 

POWs which show clearly the preoccupations of 

camp life – the desperate desire to hear news from 

home, the worry about loved ones, the need to keep 

active, and the constant anxiety about food, requests 

for parcels containing chocolate being high on the 

list! 

 

Museum Director Ursula Corcoran said ‘We are  

delighted with the response that we have had from the 

public. We very much aim to make this a museum 

focusing on local military stories, so it’s great that so 

many people are already getting involved by sharing 

their memories and artefacts with us.’ 

 

The Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum is still  

collecting POW stories and items, and is particularly 

interested in hearing from anyone who has  

memorabilia relating to the German and Italian 

POWs kept in local camps. If you want to get in 

touch, please contact Sue Cross on 01993 813832, 

email admin@sofo.org.uk  

rights, Jambusters is the story of the WI and how they 

ran the countryside during the Second World War. The 

book is full of humour and wonderful stories of how the 

women of rural Britain made things tick even in impossi-

ble circumstances. The book has a strong local following 

and its author, Julie Summers, is a well-known local 

historian who has already run successful events for the 

Trust. 

                                                              

We would like to invite our Friends to join us at this 

event. Tickets will be priced at £12.50 but  

discounted to SOFO Friends to £10.00 and include 

drinks and nibbles. All proceeds of this event will  

support the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum  project.  

 

Purchasing tickets is easy via our website or telephone. 

www.sofo.org.uk/shop/events-tickets. Please select 

Friend from the dropdown box when ordering to receive 

your discount. Alternatively please call us on 01993 

813832. We look forward to seeing you all there  and do 

feel free to invite your friends and family too. 

mailto:admin@sofo.org.uk
http://www.sofo.org.uk/shop/events-tickets

