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SOFO would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. We look forward to welcoming you to the muse-

um in 2017. The museum is closed  December 24th until 27th and 31st. 

The 

EVENTS 2016/2017 

Full details of these events can be found on our website 
www.sofo.org.uk All events are held on Wednesdays at the 
Museum from 7.00-8.30pm unless otherwise stated.  Doors 
open at 6.45pm. All tickets at £10 and discounts apply for 
Friends, Praetorians and Annual Pass Holders.  
 
February 2017: Dr Tom Shannon ‘The Journey from Afghani-
stan’.  Wednesday 8th February. Dr Shannon ’s research into 
the four Anglo-Afghan wars has revealed a story which hangs 
heavy with overconfidence, incompetence, bureaucratic misjudge-
ment, meddling, retribution and betrayal. 
 
March 2017: James Campbell’s ‘The Drawings of EH Shepard’.  
Wednesday 8th March. Ernest Shepard has delighted genera-
tions of children with his charming drawings of Winnie the Pooh, 
Piglet, Eeyore and Tigger.  Now it has emerged that before he had 
found fame as AA Milne’s illustrator, he used his artistic talent to 
document his time in the trenches during the First World War 
through a series of humorous caricatures. 
 
April 2017: Shabrani Basu’s ‘Queen Victoria and Abdul Karim’.  
Wednesday 12th April.  The tall, handsome Abdul Karim was 
just 24 years old when he arrived in England from Agra to wait 
tables during Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee.  Soon he found 
himself becoming a powerful figure at court. This talk examines 
how a young Indian Muslim came to play a central role at the heart 
of the Empire, and his influence over the queen.  Yet, at its heart, it 
is a tender love story between an ordinary Indian and his elderly 
Queen – a relationship which survived despite the best attempts to 
destroy it. 
 
June 2017: Peter Doyle’s ‘The Raising of Kitchener’s Army’.  

Wednesday 14th June.  This talk explains the amazing story of 

‘Kitchener’s Army’ and its volunteer soldiers, the men of the ‘First 

Hundred Thousand’ and the many Pals’ battalions that were later 

raised across Britain, in its industrial heartlands and leafy shires 

alike.  Their journey to the Somme and the tragedy of July 1916 

had a huge impact on the communities these men left behind. 

 

Educational Engagement. This term has seen a significant 

increase in bookings for schools and youth organisations as 

SOFO’s reputation for education grows. It is always a great pleas-

ure to engage with children from young juniors to teenagers, allow-

ing them to handle real objects and find out for themselves how 

previous generations were involved in conflict. A first for SOFO 

was a request from the local Beaver Scout Colony to run a session 

on Remembrance for 6-8 year olds, which we were very happy to 

provide. Saturday Kids Club sessions have been great fun this 

term and on 5th November our home made vinegar and bicarb 

rockets went as high as the tree tops in the garden! Another first 

has been a visit by SOFO to a care home, following an invitation 

from Godswell Park in Bloxham. Amongst the amazing ladies and 

gentlemen I met was a former WAAF from Bletchley Park.  

 

Looking Forward:  
Changing Exhibition Programme 
 
2017 will be an exciting year for the exhibition programme 
at SOFO. Joined by students from Abingdon and Witney 
College, fresh from their trip to Poland we will play host to 
their final art year students with their impressions of the 
holocaust in January. We celebrate Brize Norton’s 80th 
birthday in March and have an  on-going look at the Ox-
fordshire Medical and Military Story throughout the year 
and finally in November 2017 we have part 2 of our HLF 
funded exhibition commemorating the Great War. 
 
2017 and beyond:  ‘Reflections’, Look out for updates on 
SOFO’s plans for an exhibition highlighting Oxfordshire’s 
military legacy after the Great War, curated by our  
Academic Panel. 
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