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SOFO would like to thank you all for your support and dedication to the 

museum. This quarterly newsletter  will keep you all up to date but if 

there is anything we have missed that you want to know, please tell us. 

 

The 

Unknown Stories of the Great War 
Saturday 17th September 2016. 10.00am—4.30pm 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To coincide with the Centenary of the Battle of the Somme (1st July-18th November 1916), Oxfordshire 

families are urged to bring First World War photographs, letters, diaries and objects to tell their stories at 
the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum. Experts from   

the museum, Western Front Association and other organisations will be on hand to talk to visitors about 
the significance of their memorabilia and to help them find out more. Living historians will be giving 

demonstrations and there will be  
displays, activities for children, support for researching a soldier and  

refreshments available. This event is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund. Entry to the museum is free 
all day, though donations would be  

appreciated.  

Volunteers are wanted—let Louisa know if you would like to help! 



Kate Burrows’ Wedding 11th June 2016 

 
SOFO’s former, and greatly-missed, fundraiser Kate Burrows 
got married on the 11th June.  The ceremony was at the  
historic church in Shipton-under-Wychwood, followed by a 
reception in Great Barrington.  Kate impressed all the guests 
since she arranged and decorated the church and the  
reception herself beautifully and made all of the favours.  
It was a truly lovely day and we wish and her new husband, 
Andy, all the best for the future!  

From Sunday 21st August , our new exhibition 
arrives at SOFO.   The exhibition has been  
developed in conjunction with the Buckingham-
shire Military Museum Trust. 
 
Ian Beckett, secretary of the BMMT, explains 
what we can expect from this forthcoming  
exhibition: 
 
“We all associate Dad’s Army with the Home 
Guard of the Second World War but this was 
only the last in a long line of amateur citizen 
soldiers brought into existence as needs  
dictated for supplementary defence against  
invasion. Such local and amateur soldiers  
pre-dated the establishment of a standing  
army in the seventeenth century for military 
obligations were first imposed on citizens in  
the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms.  
This new joint exhibition between the Soldiers 
of Oxfordshire Trust and the Buckinghamshire 
Military Museum Trust is devoted to the story 
of these local auxiliary forces - the militia,  
yeomanry and volunteers - and to their  
successors in two world wars - the volunteer 

training corps and the home guard. With  
regular soldiers policing an empire, the  
auxiliaries were the real link between army and 
society. They helped keep order before police 
forces were established and bore the brunt of 
popular anti-militarism, not least because the 
militia was the only part of the army raised by 
conscription before 1916. But they were also 
pillars of the community and part of the very 
fabric of county life. 
 
 
The exhibition brings  
together some unique 
uniforms, artefacts, and 
images of a largely  
forgotten part of  
Britain’s military, politi-
cal, social and cultural 
history.”  
 

 

 

 

Exhibition Coming Soon:  
Dad’s Armies: The Amateur Military Tradition 

 



 
 

Friends Talks 



 
 
  
 

What’s on for the kids? 



 

Oral History Appeal  

Do you know of any Second World War veterans who may be interested in being interviewed for the SOFO 
Oral History Archive?   We have almost 100 recordings already but, as time passes, it is becoming  
increasingly difficult to find new interviewees.  Please contact Matthew Smaldon if you are able to help with 
this or wish to know more about the recordings we have.   Please email: matthew.smaldon@sofo.org.uk 
 

 
‘Oxfordshire Remembers the First World War’ – latest community project 

 
SOFO’s exhibitions and projects under the title ‘Oxfordshire Remembers the First World War’ are  
continuing, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.  
We have been delighted to work with sixty 14-year-old students from Heyford Park Free School (situated on 
the old air base) who have created their own mini animation films, inspired by stories and objects of the 
Great War provided by SOFO. The creative work was supervised by artists from the Oxfordshire Youth Arts 
Partnership and the students used ipads and a range of materials to tell their stories. The themes included 
jam made at home reaching the front line, the comparable experiences of a young German and young  
English volunteer, trench art surviving to the present day and a veteran’s continued experience of shell 
shock 20 years after the war. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

             The stop motion process in action        Students presenting the finished film 
 

The students showed great maturity in the subjects they chose and the way they reflected on the  
experience of real people in the First World War. The young people not only learnt new historical and  
creative skills but also improved their team-working, having to get to grips with different roles during the 
film-making process. The feedback from both students and staff was great! 
 

 

Education Updates!  

mailto:matthew.smaldon@sofo.org.uk


New acquisition – 1940s handling collection 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOFO is very pleased to have acquired an excellent collection of Second World War home front objects,  
primarily for use as handling objects from Mr and Mrs Cornelius of Borehamwood. Although WW2 is no  
longer a mandatory subject for Primary Schools, a significant number still chose it as an option and are  
increasingly coming to SOFO for sessions and resources. 
 

Summer fun at SOFO 
 

Our Kids Club sessions, Family Drop-ins and Birthday Parties provide children with unique opportunities to 
learn while having fun. Here is some feedback from our latest children’s 
party: 
 
“Daniel and his friends had a fantastic time at the party at the Soldiers of 
Oxfordshire Museum. They really enjoyed the activities; dressing up,  
playing games, making a mask and going on a hunt were all great fun. 
Many thanks to the organisers, they put a huge effort into the activities 
and made sure all the children were involved and having a good time.  
An excellent venue for a party made special by the people running it.” 

 
Education Updates!  



     Emma Ziraldo —Front of House Assistant 
 

 

 

 

 

Rana Ibrahim - Front of House Assistant         

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony Andrews— Summer Intern 

 
 

New Staff!!! 

An Italian postgraduate with a MSc in Material Science for  
Cultural Heritage. A qualified restoration technician according to 
the Italian Ministry of Cultural Heritage list with experience in art 
and heritage both as employee and volunteer. Profound interest 
in conservation science, maintenance of artistic heritage as well 
as organisation and valorisation process of museums and  
historical houses.  

Salam! I am Rana, I have just joined SOFO working with front house staff.  
Archaeology is my first degree from Baghdad University, then I gained my MA 
Museum Studies degree from Newcastle University; During my museum career, 
I had the opportunity to work with objects and people together as paid and  
voluntary work until I had the chance to join Oxford University Museums and 
Collections as Education and Outreach trainee. After that I have been doing my 
educational programs in the school sector, my specialism is Arabic and Islamic 
collections. I like designing educational, fun activities and games for schools and 
family events. 

I’m an Intern employed at the Museum over the summer (running July 19th to September 30th). I studied History at the 
University of Oxford, achieving a grade of 2.1. At the time of writing, my graduation is tomorrow! I’ve always had a 
keen interest in History, and am eager to pursue a career where my historical knowledge could be directly, rather than 
just tangentially useful. Hopefully this internship will be my first step into a fully-fledged career in the sector. 
During my studies at Oxford, I specialised primarily in eighteenth century and medieval history, covering the period 
1000-1300, and then the ‘long eighteenth century’ of around c.1660 – c.1830. Though I shied away from the military 
option offered in my first piece of extended writing, I did return to it when it came to writing my thesis, where I wrote 
about the impact of chivalry, and chivalric culture in the eighteenth century, which, largely to my surprise, ran against, 
rather than with contemporary practice in, and culture the military in Britain, instead finding its place among civilian 
critics at first, before picking up steam and gaining wider support with the growth of romanticism. 
Aside from academics, I’m also a former historical re-enactor, being an ex-secretary of the university re-enactment 

society ‘the Wychwood Warriors’, which aimed to recreate Anglo-Saxon and Viking life and warfare between the 

eighth and tenth centuries. I’m also an avid video gamer, though it is perhaps no surprise that my favourite games 

tend be ones based in historical settings! 



What’s on 

 
FRIENDS TALKS 
 
For all of the forthcoming Friends evening events, we would 
appreciate any help from 6.15pm to meet-and-greet, helping 
with refreshments and front-of-house.  The dates are: 
 
Wednesday 14th September.  

Brigadier Charlie Herbert ‘Operation GRITROCK: The UK 

military response to the Ebola crisis in West Africa’ .  

Tickets £15.  

Brigadier Charlie Herbert commanded the UK military  

response to the ebola crisis in Sierra Leone from May -  

November 2015, as part of the international response to  

the crisis that engulfed West Africa from early 2014 to late 

2015. In this one-off talk he will illustrate the scale and  

nature of this rather unique military response to a public 

health emergency in partnership with the Department for 

International Development and alongside other national 

and international stakeholders.  His experience has  

committed him to a long term relationship with those  

effected by the disease which he will touch on in his  

presentation.  

 

Wednesday 12th October.  

Simon Harris The 52nd Light Infantry in 1916: the Battles of 

the Somme.  Tickets: £10.                 

Refreshments available.   

Simon Harris talks about the 52nd Light Infantry (2nd Battalion 

the Oxfordshire and  Buckinghamshire Light Infantry)  

engagements which took place in 1916 and includes many 

incredible personal stories of valour on the Somme  

Battlefields.  Includes a PowerPoint presentation with some 

very rare images.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FILM NIGHTS: 
 
Wednesday 27th July – The Dam Busters 
 
Adapted from Guy Gibson's own book, Enemy Coast Ahead, 
Michael Anderson's 1954 docudrama captures the tension 
and bravery of this audacious raid on the centre of Nazi  
Germany's industrial complex, and the quintessentially  
English combination of inventiveness and dogged  
determination. Split into two distinct sections, it deals first 
with the fraught, but ultimately successful, development of a 
new weapon. The second and pacier section deals with the 
mission itself, and its associated costs for the enemy and for 
the British airmen. Starring Richard Todd and Michael  
Redgrave. 
 
Wednesday 31st August – The Great Escape 
 
The Nazis, exasperated at the number of escapes from their 
prison camps by a relatively small number of Allied prisoners, 
relocate them to a high-security "escape-proof" camp to sit 
out the remainder of the war. Undaunted, the prisoners plan 
one of the most ambitious escape attempts of World War II. 
Based on a true story. Starring Steve McQueen and Richard 
Attenborough.  
 
Wednesday 28th September – Les Femmes de L’ombre 
(Female Agents)  
 
In May 1944, a group of French servicewomen and resistance 
fighters are enlisted into the British Special Operations  
Executive commando group under the command of Louise 
Desfontaines and her brother Pierre. Their mission, to rescue 
a British army geologist caught reconnoitering the beaches 
at Normandy, and to kill a German SS colonel who is close to 
figuring out the imminent secret of D-Day, proves to be  
emotional and brutal. The story is inspired by the  
accomplishments of decorated SOE agent Lisé de Baissac. 
Starring Sophie Marceau, Julie Depardieu and Moritz 
Bleibtreu.  
 
£6 a ticket. Membership for the season is £20 (season  
covers 4 films).  Refreshments available. 
 
All films start at 7pm, end times differ.  Doors open at 
6.45pm.  If you would like to purchase tickets, please email 
Louisa    frontofhouse@sofo.org.uk  
or telephone  01993 810211. 
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