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SOFO would like to thank you all for your support and dedication to the 

museum. This quarterly newsletter  will keep you all up to date but if 

there is anything we have missed that you want to know, please tell us. 

 

The 

Cotswold Arts & Antique Dealers  

Association Fair 2016 
We are delighted to have been chosen as this years 
charity by the Cotswold Art and Antique Dealers  
Association. They hold an annual antiques fair and will 
be raising money for SOFO at this event. The fair runs 
from Thursday 21st to Sunday the 24th April 2016 and 
will be held at Blenheim palace. It promises to be a 
great event so well worth a visit. More information 
about the event below. 
 
This is the only antique fair to take place at Blenheim 
Palace, home to the 12th Duke and Duchess of  
Marlborough, in the glorious setting of the Orangery 
and Campaign Rooms, overlooking the Italian Garden. 
Patron of the (Association) Fair - and CADA member - is 
Lady Henrietta Spencer-Churchill sister of the present 
Duke, further strengthening links with Blenheim. John 
Hoy, CEO of Blenheim, says: 'we are  
delighted to be hosting the CADA Fair again in 2016 
and we look forward to working closely with the  
organisers to deliver another high quality event. The 
event showcases a wonderful array of antiques and the 
Palace and Formal Gardens provide a wonderful back-

drop for everyone who attends' Since its inception five 
years ago, the CADA Fair at Blenheim Palace has  
cultivated an ardent following of collectors, art  
consultants, interior designers and the public alike, 
making it a 'must-visit' destination'. John Howard, 
Chairman of CADA says: 'this year's Fair promises to be 
an especially exciting one and is a much anticipated 
event in the antiques calendar, providing collectors and 
first time buyers with the opportunity to view and  
purchase outstanding antiques and works of art,  
showcased in the most stunning setting; the fair is now 
established as one of the best quality in Britain. This 
year CADA's chosen charity is The Soldiers of  
Oxfordshire Trust, which opened in Woodstock in June 
2015. The main core of the Soldiers of Oxfordshire  
Museum is the collections, both objects and archives, 
of the two county regiments, the Oxfordshire and  
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry and the Queen's Own 
Oxfordshire Hussars.  
 

See www.cotswolds-antiques-art.com for more  

Information. 



Timothy Robert Walker ‘Tim’ 1944-2016 

It is with great sadness that we have to tell you that Tim Walker 
has passed away on the 22nd February 2016. Tim was a real 
source of help when we moved to the new site, not least because 
he bought in his tools and took on lots of odd jobs. Tim greatly 
assisted with the photographs and measurements for objects 
when we were planning the cases for the museum galleries and 
remained a valued volunteer throughout. He will be greatly 
missed by us all. Tim’s funeral was held on Friday 4th March 2016 
with the retiring collection being donated to SOFO. 

In the last newsletter we told you about the new 
inter-actives and regimental timelines. We now 
have some more additions being planned.  
 
It wont be long before the new memorial garden is 
open. The garden next to the SOFO entrance is  
being developed with Arts Council England finances 
by Oxfordshire Museums Service in collaboration 
with Oxford University Museums Partnership and 
SOFO to commemorate the tomb of Oxfordshire's 
oldest known resident: Lucius Valerius  
Geminus.   
 
In 2003 a tombstone was found during excavations 
at what had been the small Roman town of  
Alchester, just to the south of Bicester. It had been 
broken into twenty pieces and used as foundations 
for a later wall.  
The tombstone tells us about Britain’s earliest 
known legionary veteran and the name of  
Oxfordshire’s oldest resident: Lucius Valerius  
Geminus.  
 
Born in northern Italy, he joined the Second  
Augustan Legion at the age of 18 when it was based 
in Strasbourg (Argentoratum). He served during the 
Roman invasion of Britain in 43AD and was then 

based at the new military fort of Alchester. 
Inspired by the Roman tombstone, the Woodstock 
and Elsfield Way detachments of the Army Cadet 
Force worked with memorial mason Alec Peever to 
create a lasting memorial to the Soldiers of  
Oxfordshire.  Sculptor Giles MacDonald created a  
hand-carved replica of the original tombstone.  
The memorial sculpture and our replica are placed 
here in the museum garden to form a link between 
Oxfordshire’s military past, present, and future. 

 

Coming Soon: The Memorial Garden 

 



 
 

What’s on 



Holiday Family Drop In Sessions 
 

 

 
 
  
 

What’s on for the kids? 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Tuesday 17th May 2016, 1.30pm at the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum 

You are invited to attend a presentation and drinks at 1.30pm on Tuesday 17th May for 
the formal hand-over of artefacts by the MOD to SOFO Museum, the full details of 
which are below. The reburial, arranged by the MOD, took place last year at Arras and 
the regiment was represented by General Sir Robert Pascoe.  
 
Hand- over of artefacts from the unknown Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light 
Infantry soldier. 

In 2013 the remains of a body were discovered by a farmer in France following storm 
damage caused by heavy rain. Once the local gendarmerie had declared the find to be of no criminal interest it  
became a case of trying to identify a soldier of the Great War. In due course it was established that the remains were 
those of an officer of the Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. This had been decided because of the few 
artefacts found with his remains. These included a silverish pocket watch, a whistle, a regimental button and some 
remnants of his uniform. Officers' uniform being of different quality to that of other ranks made it clear that the 
body was that of an officer although no identification of the actual rank has been possible. Extensive research was 
carried out by SOFO but this proved inconclusive and sadly, despite attempts to obtain a DNA match, it had not been 
possible to identify this officer by name. The inscription therefore on the standard CWGC headstone is :- AN UN-
KNOWN OFFICER OF THE GREAT WAR OXFORD & BUCKS LT INF 

Invitation: The Unknown Soldier 



 

Oral History Appeal  

Do you know of any Second World War veterans who may be interested in being interviewed for the SOFO 
Oral History Archive?   We have almost 100 recordings already but, as time passes, it is becoming  
increasingly difficult to find new interviewees.  Please contact Matthew Smaldon if you are able to help with 
this or wish to know more about the recordings we have.   Please email: matthew.smaldon@sofo.org.uk 

Thank you very much for all the help you have given to support education work in recent weeks. 
Here are some photos from our recent Kids Club, all about setting up an army camp. 

 
Filtering muddy water with a home-made water filter and testing out a drinking straw bridge made with 
triangular trusses! 
Forthcoming Children’s activities 
Below are the dates of our next workshops.  If you are able to help at the session, or part of it, or cover the 
Front Desk during the time of the session, this would be very much appreciated. 
Friday 1st April 10.00am – 3.00pm   
Friday 8th April 10.00am-3.00pm 
Friday 3rd June 10.00am – 3.00pm 
Saturday 7 May 1.00pm -3.30pm 
School visits 
On Friday 29th April and Friday 6th May we have two primary school groups studying the Second World War 
SOFO.  Extra help in the galleries as the children do their trails would be great, if you can make it.   
Delivering flyers 
In the second half of April, we’ll have more envelopes of flyers to deliver to local schools.  If you can deliver 
to one or two, I would love to hear from you. education@sofo.org.uk 

Moving On! Our lovely, Fundraising Assistant, Kate Burrows is leaving us on April 1st, no joke! Kate 
has been with SOFO even longer than the museum building and was part of the original staff team 
driving the project forward. Kate has been enormously valuable to the Trust in running the Friends  
Administration, co coordinating and marketing events and helping to fundraise over £220,000 for 
the fit out of the galleries. Everyone at SOFO wishes her well with her new Customer Services  
Manager position.  

 

Education Information for Volunteers  

 

Kate Burrows – Fundraising and Friends 

mailto:matthew.smaldon@sofo.org.uk
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Volunteers Corner 

 
FILMING 
On Friday 1st April from midday onwards, we will be joined by a film crew to produce our first promotional film 
which will be shown on YouTube, our website and the Tourist Information Centre in Oxford.  We would love as 
many of you in as possible to help as extras with the filming. 
 
EASTER 
For the Easter weekend, Saturday 26th March, 10am – 5pm, Sunday 27th and Monday 28th 2pm – 5pm we would 
appreciate any help with front-of-house to assist the Duty Manager.  Chocolate will be provided! 
 
FRIENDS TALKS 
For all of the forthcoming Friends evening events, we would appreciate any help from 6.15pm to meet-and-greet, 
helping with refreshments and front-of-house.  The dates are: 
 Redcoats to Riflemen by Robin Draper on Wednesday 6th April 
 Oxfordshire and the Spanish Civil War by Liz Woolley on Wednesday 11th May 
 Malaria and the War Beyond the Western Front by Mark Harrison on Wednesday 1st June 
 “No joke,that” by Chris Baker on Wednesday 6th July 
 
SOMME EVENT 
Although this is some way off we are planning an all-day, hands-on Somme event on Saturday 
17th September and any help would be welcome assisting with visitors, their enquiries, refreshments etc.   
Home-made cakes will be especially welcome to raise funds for the museum. If you are able to offer any help 
with the above, please let me know. 
 
OTHER NEWS 
News may already have reached you that, unfortunately 
for us, Kate will be leaving SOFO for a new job on Friday 
1st April.  We are planning a send-off for her in the  
museum and it would be lovely to see you all here to say 
goodbye.  Louisa will be circulating a card and organising 
a ‘whip-round’ for a leaving present if you wish to  
contribute. 
 
PARLIAMENT 
Our next Parliament will be on Friday 6th May at 4pm, 
please put this date in your diary, the agenda will be  
circulated next month. 
 
MUSEUMS AND HERITAGE AWARDS 
The Trust nominated SOFO Volunteers for the Museums 
and Heritage Volunteers Award and although we weren't 
shortlisted this time, we would like to extend our thanks 
as ever to the efforts everyone helps in supporting the 
Museum. A copy of the special recognition certificate is in 
the museum reception.  
 


