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SOFO would like to thank you all for your support and dedication to the 

museum. This quarterly newsletter  will keep you all up to date but if 

there is anything we have missed that you want to know, please tell us. 

 

The 

Colonel Tim May CBE TD DL (1930-2015) 
 
Colonel Tim May died peacefully at his home in Ickford on 
December 10th. He had been bravely fighting illness for a 
few months. Colonel Tim combined a successful career in the 
Insurance Industry with a remarkable career in the Territorial 
Army and a lifelong association with the Oxfordshire  
Yeomanry – the Queen’s Own Oxfordshire Hussars. After 
National Service with the Royal Artillery in Egypt he served 
with the Banbury Battery of 299 Field Regiment from 1951 to 
1967, famously commanding the QOOH detachment which 
led the gun carriage at Churchill’s State Funeral. He went on 
to command the 2nd Battalion the Wessex Regiment and 
later to become a TA Colonel and Deputy Commander South 
East District for a remarkable 14 years culminating in his  
appointment as a CBE. 
 
Colonel Tim was appointed Chairman of the Eastern Wessex 
Territorial and Volunteer Reserve Association (TAVRA), Vice 
chairman of the Council of TAVRA’s, first Chairman of the 
Oxfordshire Yeomanry Trust, President of the Oxfordshire 
Yeomanry Association and founding Vice Chairman of the 
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Trust (SOFO). He was a driving force 
behind the new SOFO Museum in Woodstock and saw its 
opening to the public in 2014 as the completion of a life’s 
work. 
 
Colonel John Bridgeman CBE TD DL 

 

 



Abingdon and Witney College Art Exhibition 
The Art students at Abingdon and Witney  
College were given the theme ‘VICTORY My  
interpretation of War’ to produce an  
exhibition. They have spent a term visiting  
other museums and preparing their multimedia 
exhibition. These different works of art ranging 
from sculptures to photographs which will be 
on display at the museum from 16th January 
2016 until 29th January 2016.  Do make sure 
you don’t miss this exciting display as it is only 
on for 2 weeks. 

There are lots of great new additions being installed 
at SOFO at the beginning of 2016 and plenty more 
throughout the year already being planned.  

 
Both county regiments will soon be pleased to see 
their timelines in the Garden Gallery alongside the 
wider Oxfordshire military conflict story. The  
timelines will allow previously unseen objects from 
the two collections to be showcased within the 
panels. Acting as a springboard for future  
exhibitions, events and talks, the timelines will be 
at the entry point to the galleries for all visitors. 
This promises to be an innovative and engaging  
display area which will clearly underline the  
importance of the stories of ‘Conflict and County’. 
SOFO is very grateful to Osprey Publishing Ltd for 

supporting this exhibition. 

We also have a range of new inter-actives coming 
to compliment our existing displays thanks to a 
grant made by WREN. Our Bergen Belsen exhibition 
will contain a listening post where you can hear the 
emotive stories told first hand by not only some 
survivors of the camp but also the soldiers who  
liberated it.  
The ejector seat will have a video showing some of 
the very first tests on the ejector seats as well as 

modern day ejections. 
Last but not least the Secret War gallery will have a 
radio where you can listen to broadcasts from the 
period and children are able to send messages as 
the SOE Agents did.  
 
We hope all these great new features should be 
ready by the end of February 2016 but keep an eye 
out on our website for further details. 
 
  
 

 

Looking forward to 2016 

 



Holiday Family Drop In Sessions 

Eggs-Trodinary 
Wednesday 30th March 

2016. 2pm-4pm. Ages 5-10. 
 

Up to 4 children FREE with 
a paying adult or annual 

pass holder. 
 
 

 

 
This term, SOFO taught the First World War to its 
biggest ever school group - 91 seven-years-olds 
from Cowley – thanks to great assistance from our 
volunteers! We also hosted and judged the annual 
‘Great War Presentation’ competition for 13-14 
year olds from local secondary schools in the West 
Oxfordshire Learning Partnership. Themes for 2015 
included Gallipoli, gas war, and the sinking of the 
Lusitania. The standard was exceptionally high but 
we eventually awarded the cup to Marlborough 
School in Woodstock. 
 
With sponsorship from WREN, we completed the 
long job of sourcing and putting together  
collections of objects, packed in sturdy  
presentation cases, for hire to schools and  
community groups. The five loan boxes cover the 
First World War, plus the Blitz, Home Front and 
Evacuees of the Second World War and have been 
hired by three groups already! 
 
As well as reminiscence work with older people and 

events and parties for children, SOFO also took part 

in the national Kids Takeover Day and Museums at 

Night events. This year we ran a sleepover for a 

Bicester Cub pack during which the children studied 

for their Disability Awareness badge. The children 

learnt a lot and a good time was had by all! 

 

  
 

Education- the Autumn term 2015 



Fundraising 
We have so many ways you can help SOFO raise 

extra pennies which all equate to lots of pounds for 
us. If we can get everybody who supports us to use 
these schemes it would be very helpful to us and at 

no cost to yourselves. We have the Recycling  
Factory, All you need is an envelope, which we can 
send you on request, any old ink cartridges just pop 

them in the envelope and into the post box (no 
stamp required) we then get money for each  

cartridge recycled. Ebay now has us listed as one of 
their charities. All you need to do is add us as a  

favourite on ebay and it will 
tell you all about how you 

can help SOFO whist buying 
and selling. Last but not 

least add us on easy  
fundraising and whist you 
shop online you can donate to SOFO at no cost to 

you. A percentage of your bill will come to us. If you 
need any help with any of these please get in touch 
with Kate who will be more than happy to talk you 

through what to do.  

Project Overview 

We are delighted to announce a successful joint 
application has been made by Oxford-Brookes  
University in partnership with the Soldiers of  
Oxfordshire Museum to the Arts Heritage Research 
Council (AHRC) Engagement Centre at the  
University of Nottingham.  
  
The Centre for Hidden Histories is one of five World 
War One Engagement Centres, established by the 
Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) to 
engage with and support communities as they seek 
to commemorate and reflect upon the century-long 
legacy of the First World War. 
Staffed by a consortium of academics from the  
universities of Nottingham, Derby, Nottingham 
Trent, Manchester Metropolitan, Oxford Brooks, 
UCL and Goldsmith’s, the Centre for Hidden  
Histories has a particular interest in the themes of 
migration and displacement, the experience of 
‘others’ from countries and regions within Europe, 
Asia and the Commonwealth, the impact and  
subsequent legacies of the war on diverse  
communities within Britain, remembrance and 
commemoration, and identity and faith. 
  
The partnership has been set up to pursue the  
following aims: 
1.      To research the history and heritage of theatres 
beyond the trenches of Western Europe by  
pursuing particularly a comparative view of the  

experiences of Oxf and Bucks battalions, as  
documented in the SOFO archive in relation to the 
Italian, Balkan, Middle Eastern and Russian  
theatres. 
2.      To provide a programme of research and  
conservation training workshops for SOFO staff and 
volunteers to further develop the quality of  
research requests from the public, manage the  
conservation demands of newly donated artefacts, 
documents and ephemera, and enhance  
understanding of the historical context in relation 
to these tasks. 
3.      To provide a programme of public engagement 
events to enhance the local and national audiences' 
understanding of our regional heritage and  
involvement in the First World War. 
4.      To have assessed the museological and  
historical value of the SOFO archive through this 
collaborative research programme. 
5.      To promote joint working between SOFO staff 
and volunteers with Oxford Brookes research  
students. 
6.      To enhance the understanding of the SOFO 
community in relation to current academic thinking 
about the First World War. 

  
 

Oxford Brookes Project 



 
High Explosive! 
Sir Hugo Brunner 

2nd March 2016. 7.00pm- 8.30pm.  
Doors open 6.45pm. 

Tickets: £15.00 includes refreshments. 
 

When the First World War began, Brunner 
Mond, Britain’s largest chemical business, 

was drafted into the war effort to  
manufacture High Explosives. Sir John  

Brunner, the company chairman, saw two 
nephews killed in action and in the autumn 

of 1916 a grandson,  
Felix, began training to fire shells armed with 

High Explosives. Hugo Brunner weaves the 
related family stories of a colossal  

manufacturing effort, and artillery action on 
the Western Front into an unusual narrative 

of the Great War. 

600 Years of  

Oxfordshire Yeomanry 

Colonel John 

Bridgeman CBE 
3rd February 2016. 

7.00pm- 8.30pm.  
Doors open 6.45pm. 

Tickets: £5.00.  

Refreshments available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Black Prince to Winston Churchill, from Poitiers to Present Day. Join us for a  

fascinating talk led by Colonel John Bridgeman as he takes us from Oxfordshire's knights, 

archers and men-at-arms to Winston Churchill's Regiment of Yeomanry Cavalry with its 

unique archive housed at the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum. 



 

Soldier Research Service fields 100th enquiry  

The SOFO Museum Research Service officially re-opened for business in May 2015, and by  
Christmas, the Research Panel had dealt with its 100th soldier enquiry from the general public. 
The panel of research enthusiasts consists of volunteers, Michael Cross, Ingram Murray, John Sheldon and 
Janet Witcomb, and has been joined recently by new volunteer Paul Bourton. They meet formally in the 
Research Centre every Friday to discuss work in progress and to use the resources of the museum archive 
to help them answer enquiries, in which they are assisted by archivist Lesley Kumeiga. The responses  
consist of an informative report about the military career of the soldier and his unit at the time, together 
with copies of archive material, war diary entries, photographs and maps where available. 
 
There is a museum charge of £50 per enquiry for information about soldiers of the local Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire battalions, and the panel aims to deliver responses within a 3 month timescale. To date, 
the service has earned over £5,000 in revenue for the museum. The service is accessed via the SOFO  
website and is fronted by Louisa Fagan. New volunteers with an interest in military history are warmly  
welcome to join the Research Team! 
 
Quote from one of our many happy customers Mr Francis Gerrard. 
 
‘Thank you so much for the information  
supplied.  We shall be able to explore the area when we travel there in May.  Although we thought he was 
gassed by a shell backfiring we didn’t realise it was friendly fire dropping short.’ 



 

 

 

 

SOFO KIDS CLUB 2016 
 

Saturday 6th February 1-3.30pm Iron Rations!  £6 

All about food on the march – we’ll be making some of our own rations to take home! 

 

NEW HOLIDAY KIDS CLUB – Friday 19th February 10am-3pm Got the message? £20 

Lots of fun with different ways to communicate!  

 

Saturday 5th March 1-3.30pm Camp Life!   £6 
Shelter, protection, water? How to survive in the middle of nowhere! 

 

NEW HOLIDAY KIDS CLUB – Friday 1st April 10am-3pm Don’t Fool Me! £20 

How to achieve the element of surprise… 

 
 

NEW HOLIDAY KIDS CLUB – Friday 8th April 10am-3pm Get moving!       £20 

Boats, planes and automobiles… 

 

Saturday 7th May 1-3.30pm On parade! £6 

           Are you sharp enough to make the grade?  
  
 

Format: 
Saturday Club meets on the first Saturday each month (unless otherwise stated)  

Holiday Club meets every holiday and half term (except Christmas) on selected dates 

Hours of active games, quizzes, craft, technical challenges and even dress up, linked to our unique 

collections 
For kids aged 6 – 10 years 
Loads of fun, new skills and new friends 
Sessions run by DBS checked trained educators 
 

How to book: 

Booking essential – hurry, places are limited! 

Ring 01993 810211 or  

email education@sofo.org.uk 

£6 for Saturday Kids Club; £20 for Holiday Kids Club  

Discounts for annual pass holders 

Payment taken at time of booking 

 

      On the day: 

Please bring a drink  

For Holiday Kids Club please bring a packed lunch 

Please make sure your child(ren) are dressed appropriately for the activities 

Please register your child(ren) with us on arrival 

Please make sure your child(ren) are collected at the agreed time by a responsible adult 

Unless requested, please do not bring toys, games or valuables 

mailto:education@sofo.org.uk


Volunteers Corner 

Thank you for all your wonderful support in 2015. Your time and expertise are so vital to all that we do! 
Blowing away the Christmas cobwebs, I’ve been busy planning our Spring programme and have lots of new  

volunteering opportunities.  Do let me know if anything sounds like your cup of tea. As ever, very many thanks! 

 

Can you help? 
As you can see, we have lots of events for children coming up. Please check the dates and if you fancy lending a 
hand please let me know. For example, are you free to cover the Front Desk to free up staff on the day? Can you 
help with preparing resources ahead of time? Would you like to help out with the activities? Any help would be 
very much appreciated.  
 
Could you help deliver flyers? 
From time to time, SOFO advertises children’s events by delivering packs of flyers to local primary schools. It 
would be great to have some help with the next mail drop – many cars make light work! If you are interested in 
delivering to one or two West Oxfordshire schools near you, please let me know. Many thanks. 
 
Volunteering opportunities for young people 
Do you know any over-16s looking for volunteering experience? Do you know young people doing their Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award or applying for work or university? Volunteering can be a great way to boost the CV. The  
Museum runs a Kids Club and birthday parties and we particularly need help with these lively activities. Please 
get in touch if you know someone who might fit the bill. 
Vicki Wood, Education and Outreach Officer, education@sofo.org.uk 01993 810211 

mailto:education@sofo.org.uk

