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KEEPING  O UR  F RI END S U P  T O D AT E W IT H AL L  T HE   

L AT EST  N EW S AT  SOFO.  

SOFO would like to thank all our friends for their continued support. 

This quarterly newsletter aims to bring you all our latest news. If there is 

information you would like included in our updates please let us know. 

The latest building 
news 
The museum build is currently around 

four weeks behind schedule. It is due 

to be handed over to us in September 

this year, and as yet no decision has 

been made to when we will open to the 

public.  

We are now consulting with museum  

designers, shaping the fit out of the  

building and collection. We are  

planning to hold an open day once we 

have display boards and visuals of the 

expected layout of the new galleries. 

This will be a chance for friends,  

volunteers and the public to see what 

we are planning. We will keep you 

informed as to the date of the open 

day.  

The new galleries are also being 

planned. The opening displays will 

include stories on the following 

themes: Blood and gore; Prisoners of 

War; Belsen and Secret War as well as 

many more. Our researchers and  

volunteers are working hard to pull 

these displays and stories together. We 

are also appealing to the public for 

their help in resourcing some of these  

displays. 

New Starters at SOFO 
Sue Cross and Kate Burrows joined the SOFO team in January 2013. Sue will be 

dealing with administration and Kate will be fundraising. Between them they will be 

streamlining the SOFO processes and bringing in new ideas to the organisation. 

They will be working Monday – Thursday and are based at the research centre.  

Contact Sue at admin@sofo.org.uk. Contact Kate at fundraising@sofo.org.uk 

The 



 SOFO Praetorians 
at Ditchley Park 

SOFO launched its Friends Organisation with its 

first ever event at Ditchley Park in Oxfordshire. 

Comedian Al Murray joined the 

SOFO Praetorians for lunch - 

speaking at length about his 

television series, The Road to 

Berlin.  With a young family 

and enthusiastic interest in  

military history, Oxford Modern 

History graduate, Al was the 

ideal candidate to entertain and 

inform the guests about what a 

modern museum can do and 

how it can work to record and 

retell history for the next  

generation.  

Speaking at the event Brigadier 

Ian Inshaw DL said:  

“The county offers limitless 

opportunities to tell the stories 

of conflict and I am confident 

that we will provide a window 

on this past and be a fitting 

tribute to those 

who continue 

to serve our 

country. The 

Praetorians 

and Friends 

can help make 

this a reality 

by supporting 

us in many 

ways.’’  

 

During the event, Museum  

Director, Ursula Corcoran was 

presented with a  

Christmas box from 1914 by 

Bill Birch Reynardson.  

With the Centenary of the Great 

War approaching, the museum 

is becoming the natural home 

for such objects, where they can 

be housed and shared with a 

wider audience.  

 

Now the project is 

underway, we are 

looking for new 

friends and  

volunteers to join 

us. In a community 

project of this size 

there is always 

work to be done; 

helping with  

running our office, getting hands 

on with exhibits, researching 

stories and putting together our 

education activities. If you can 

help please do get in touch  

 

SOFO  
TARGET 
£350,000 
To Raise 

FUNDRAISING 

 

Fundraising is vital to 
SOFO. Our target is 

£350,000. This will enable 
us to fit and resource the 

new museum with state of 
the art displays to house 
our collection in the best 

possible way.  
 

To date we have raised 
£75,000. As we continue 
to work towards our goal 
we would welcome your 
ideas and suggestions for 

fundraising. No matter 
how big or small or how 

weird and wonderful,  
every penny will help us to 

achieve our goal.   
 

If you know of any local 
events that maybe of  

interest to SOFO please let 
us know. Kate is available 

to discuss your ideas at 

fundraising@sofo.org.uk  
 

 

 

Appeal For Your POW Stories 
A child’s necklace and a pair of soldier’s dog-

tags...what do these have in common? Both of these 

very personal items belonged to a Prisoner of War 

(POW) during World War II, but each tells a different 

story. These mementos are now being looked after by 

SOFO as part of our exhibition on POW experiences. 

 

The necklace was given to a young girl during the 

war, having been made by a German POW held at a 

local camp. POWs often made toys and children’s 

playthings to sell for a little extra money. It was  

donated, along with other handmade pieces by  

Rosemary Warner from Witney.  

 

The dog-tags are a reminder of one young man’s time 

in the Stalag Luft III camp, now in Poland, and  

infamous for the Great Escape. Sgt Leslie Mitchell 

from Woodstock was just 19 when he was captured 

after his plane came down in 1940. He remained a 

prisoner until 1945, moving from camp to around the 

German occupied territories. All the time he kept in 

touch with home, and the letters sent to him provide a 

fascinating insight into war-time Oxfordshire.  

 

If you have personal memories of POWs during the 

Second World War or if you were a prisoner yourself, 

SOFO would like to hear from you. We would be 

also interested in hearing about experiences of  

relatives who were POWs. Matthew  Smaldon from 

SOFO says:  “We are seeking first-hand accounts, 

memorabilia, written memoirs, photos, letters, and 

other items relating to POWs. We want to tell the 

story of local men held in POW camps, and of how 

the influx of German and Italian POWs also affected 

life in the county - to do so we want to ask for the 

assistance of Oxfordshire residents to help us build 

the story.”  

 

If you can help in any way, we would be very pleased 

to hear from you. Please contact Sue Cross on 01993 

813832, email us at admin@sofo.org.uk, or write to 

Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum, The Old Tannery, 

Hensington Road, Woodstock OX20 1JL. 

 

This story has been picked up by The Oxford Mail 

and Oxford Times and as a result will be featured in 

the national magazine Who Do You Think You Are? 

Who will be running a feature on the SOFO Museum 

project in their April Edition so do look out for that 

too. 


