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Beyond the Western Front: Oxfordshire in the First World War 

Men of the 7th Battalion, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry re-enact their capture of Horseshoe Hill for 

the press, October 1916. From the collection of  The Imperial War Museum 

No. 37 Hospital, Salonika. From the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum Archive 

Private 26540 Henry John Marsh, 7th Battalion, Oxfordshire and            

Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. 

 

The 7th Battalion sailed from Marseilles to Salonika in November 1915, 

having briefly fought on the Somme in trenches near Albert. They were part 

of a Franco-British force sent to the Balkans to defend Serbia which was 

about to be invaded by Germany, Austria and Bulgaria, and they became 

entrenched in a campaign to resist enemy aggression in Northern Greece. 

 

The campaign was mired by a climate of great extremes, poor supply lines 

and little in the way of good roads or transport. Severe winter weather and 

the threat of frostbite gave way in summer to swarms of flies and         

mosquitoes and disease soon became the constant enemy, with dysentery 

and malaria almost endemic. 

 

In July 1916, the 7th Battalion’s battleground became the foothills      

opposite the Grand Couronne along the Greek border with Serbia and    

Bulgaria near to Lake Doiran. On 17 August 1916, they successfully    

attacked the Bulgarians at Horseshoe Hill, becoming the first British 

troops to gain a foothold in Serbia. 

 

Private Henry Marsh arrived from England on 21 August 1916 in a draft of      

twenty-two men. For the next eight months the Battalion held the western 

end of the Balkan line, constantly bombarded by enemy artillery, and    

taking casualties from shellfire and the extremes of climate and disease. 

 

By the time of the failed offensive on the Petit Couronne on 24 April 1917, 

Private Marsh had been admitted to No.31 Casualty Clearing Station with 

fever. The summer heat began to take its toll once more, and Private 

Marsh was again hospitalised to No.21 Stationary Hospital with a          

recurrence of malaria, from whence he was repatriated home from         

Salonika by hospital ship.     

 

On discharge, he was awarded the Silver War Badge as being no longer 

physically fit for war service, to deter those who presented apparently 

physically fit looking men with “white feathers” to indicate their supposed 

cowardice. 

 


