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Dancey (far right) aboard ship in Southampton bound for Russia. The embarkation strength of the 

battalion aboard the Czar was 34 officers and 779 other ranks.  From the Soldiers of Oxfordshire 
Museum Archive 

Dancey was buried at    

Archangel Allied Cemetery. 
He was survived by his 

wife Emily and 8-year-

old daughter Norah.  
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In February 1919, having left Mesopotamia the previous December, the 1st 

Battalion, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry reformed for    

service in North Russia. In May, this composite Battalion embarked from               

Southampton in  support of the allied garrison already in theatre, protecting a 

large store of war material given to the Russians at the beginning of the war.   

The allies were supporting the White Russians against Bolshevik forces,     

however, the campaign was beset by poor supply lines, inhospitable forest 

terrain and a growing Russian disregard for allied support. This resulted in 

Britain bringing its soldiers home in the autumn of 1919.  

Among those arriving in Archangel with the 1st Battalion, was the Hon.      

Lieutenant and Quartermaster George Dancey, M.C., D.C.M. Born in     

Gloucestershire in 1881 and married in India in 1905, Dancey had risen 

through the ranks of the regiment and was present throughout the               

Mesopotamia Campaign 1914-18. He would not live to see the end of the 

Russia campaign however. 

On 2 June 1919, he took his own life: “… the Regiment suffered a great loss. 

Dancey, after completing all preparations for the impending move up the 

Dwina, shot himself…There is no doubt that he had completely overworked 

himself; he had been ill before leaving England, and the strain was too much 

for him. Those who knew his work will appreciate the loss the Regiment     

suffered.” 

Writing home to his father Lieutenant J.E.H Neville explained: “…poor Dancey 

who has done nothing except arrange moves ever since he re-joined us at          

Crowborough… just went off his head… He was such a cheerful good-hearted 

fellow and an ideal man at his job.” 

Archangel from the Sabornaya Quay, North Russia. From the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum Archive 


