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This brass Turkish drum was captured by the 1st Oxfordshire and          

Buckinghamshire Light Infantry at the Battle of Ctesiphon in November 

1915 as the campaign developed along the River Tigris.  

One of the primary reasons for initiating the campaign in Mesopotamia 

was to defend the oil refinery at Abadan at the mouth of the Shatt al-Arab 

waterway. The action at Ctesiphon took place between 22-25 November, 

with the objective of capturing Baghdad as the campaign developed     

beyond its original objectives.  Although the battle ended as a tactical 

stalemate, it was a strategic victory for the Ottoman Empire. 

The drum was presented to the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum in memory 

of Captain Frank Maturin Davenport who was killed in the battle. Captain 

Davenport, who had been soldier with the Oxfordshire and                      

Buckinghamshire Light Infantry since 1909, was commanding ‘Q’          

Company. Davenport and the 1st Battalion were part of General          

Townshend’s task force reconnoitring the best route by which to attack 

the Turkish position at Ruta. Townshend’s 6th (Poona) Indian Army Division 

was noted for its fighting qualities during the campaign.  

This Division was responsible for capturing Turkish trenches and several 

Krupp guns at Ctesiphon, only to be robbed of complete victory by        

insufficient numbers to meet the enemy’s heavily reinforced counter -

attack. The logistical lessons learned from this setback contributed to 

greater efficiency in later campaigns however. 

The 1st Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry suffered severely 

during this campaign with over 450 soldiers being killed and 1,300        

prisoners being taken. The British force of 11,000 lost upwards of 4,000 

casualties in the battle. 

 

The three images above were taken during the advance  of the 1st Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry up the River Tigris in the autumn of 1915.                                                                      

From the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum Archive 

The drum captured 

during the battle of 

Ctesiphon in November 

1915 from Turkish 

forces. From the Soldiers 

of Oxfordshire Museum 

Archive  

Beyond the Western Front: Oxfordshire in the First World War 

A German postcard 

commemorating the 

surrender of the Kut 

garrison in April 1916. 

From the collection of 

Kevin Northover. 


