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Charles Henry Marrison was born in Banbury in 1891, the son of Henry and 

Clara Marrison of 35, East Street, Grimsbury. He had three elder sisters – 

Clara, Mary and Margaret and an older brother John. By 1911, John was 

working for the Lucas factory which made ladies underwear. He was     

employed as a cutter, his three sisters also working there. 

Charles Marrison joined the army in August 1914 and went with the 1/4 

Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry to France in 1915 where 

he served for two and a half years. He then went with the Battalion to Italy 

in November 1917.  

Corporal Marrison was killed in action with the Battalion on 15 June 1918 

during the Austro-Hungarian offensive. He was twenty-six years old.  He is 

buried in the Boscon Military Cemetery, on the Asiago Plateau in Italy.  

Corporal Marrison’s mother received a  card from Second Lieutenant     

Howell, her son’s officer. The card was dated the 20 June and offered      

heartfelt sympathy: 

‘…Corporal Marrison, who was in charge of a section of my Platoon, was a 

very capable man and showed splendid abilities. The Austrians attacked us 

on the morning of 15 June and were beaten very badly indeed. Corporal 

Marrison was in the front line with his section and throughout the whole 

affair behaved splendidly. He and his section wrought great havoc in the 

enemy’s ranks. He was a hero from start to finish and nothing the writer 

could say in praise of him is half good enough to show how gallantly he 

acted throughout.  

Unfortunately, the enemy, coming through a gap on the right, called my 

attention there and during my absence Corporal Marrison was shot 

through the head, death being instantaneous. His body was recovered and 

was buried in the little British cemetery in the rear of the lines.’ 
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Letter with beautiful hand painted image, sent by Corporal Marrison’s officer to the former’s mother upon his death.  
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