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On 23 May 1915, in the wake of British and French promises of            

substantial territorial gains, the formerly neutral state of Italy declared 

war on Austria-Hungary. Between June 1915 and March 1916 the Italians 

launched five separate offensives against their Austrian neighbours in the 

Isonzo region. Although outnumbered, the Austro-Hungarians occupied 

strong defensive positions and managed to inflict huge losses on the  

attackers. By the end of 1915, almost one quarter of the Italian army had 

been lost and the front had become bogged down in trench warfare.   

In November 1917, the British and French dispatched forces to the region 

to bolster the efforts of their Italian ally. 

One of those British soldiers who went was Private Alfred Launchbury. 

Born in Witney in the spring of 1898, he was the eldest son of John, an 

assurance agent, and his wife, Selina. Alfred joined the Oxfordshire and                

Buckinghamshire Light Infantry in the summer of 1917 and served with 

the regiment’s 1/4 Battalion, part of the 48th (South Midland) Division. In 

late November 1917, following service on the Western Front, the Division 

arrived in Italy.  

In March 1918, the Division held the front line sector at Montello before 

moving west to the relatively quiet Asiago sector. It was there, in the early 

hours of 15 June 1918, that the Austro-Hungarians launched a surprise 

offensive. In what became known as the Battle of Asiago, the allied front 

line was breached to a depth of one thousand yards – ground that was 

recovered twenty four hours later when the allies counter-attacked.  

However, casualties were taken and Alfred Launchbury was amongst those 

who were killed in the initial fighting – reportedly by a bullet from an   

Austro-Hungarian machine gun.   

He was buried, alongside a number of his comrades, in the Boscon British 

Cemetery on the Asiago Plateau, Northern Italy. 
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Images above: Boscon British Cemetery and the Asiago Plain, Italy, photographed  

recently.  Private Alfred Launchbury’s grave is on the extreme right. From the 

Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum Archive 

Alfred Launchbury, seated front left, with several comrades who had  

recently enlisted in 1917. From the collection of Andreas Launchbury 

Images above: Boscon British Cemetery, Italy, photographed recently and just 

after the war. The final resting place of Pte. Alfred Launchbury.  From the 

Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum Archive 


