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Joseph Charles (Charlie) Morgan was born in 1892 at Hethe, a village 

north of Bicester, to the postmaster and his wife. Members of the Morgan 

family have lived continuously in Hethe since the mid 1700s.   

Five weeks after the First World War broke out, Charlie Morgan, then a 22 

year old tailor, was among the first from Hethe to enlist at Christ Church 

College in Oxford as a Private in ‘D’ Squadron, 1/1 Queens Own               

Oxfordshire Hussars. Just over two months after enlisting, Private Morgan 

sailed for France with three officers and forty men to join the depleted ‘D’ 

Squadron on the Western Front.  

He remained on active service in and around Ypres until 24 March 1915, 

when he was invalided home to join the 2/1 Queens Own Oxfordshire  

Hussars on coastal duty in King’s Lynn with his older brother, William    

Harris Morgan.  

In 1918, in an attempt to provide further reserves of manpower for the war 

effort, the coalition government voted to extend conscription to Ireland 

and also to older men and further groups of workers in Britain. The        

introduction of conscription and its backlash galvanised support for      

political parties which advocated Irish separatism and influenced events in 

the lead-up to the Irish War of Independence. 

In January 1918, the now promoted Sergeant Charlie Morgan was sent to 

Dublin with the 4th Cyclist Brigade to help contain the impending          

conscription crisis, and spent the rest of his war there. Three months after 

he landed in Dublin, his right hand was badly shattered as the result of a 

hand grenade explosion, whilst giving instruction on bomb throwing. After 

three months in hospital, he returned to Phoenix Park, Dublin and was           

honorably discharged from the Army, in his words ‘completing four years & 

four days with the colours.’ 


